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Lettitor
So December is coming up, and with it brings all the chocolate, turkey 
dinners, roasted ham, and seasonal beers 
of the holidays—basically making it the 
worst possible month to attempt getting 
back into shape.
Of course, after that comes January, 
the go-to month for all the people 
inspired by feeling shitty about their 
hungover selves on January 1 to get back 
into the gym, and yes, this is finally 
the year they stick to their resolution…. 
Meaning that gyms are going to be hella 
full starting in January, which makes it 
a terrible month to start working out, as 
well. 
Basically, when it comes down to it, 
I’m forever convincing myself that there’s 
a reason why it won’t be this month that I 
finally buy that YMCA membership, why 
it won’t be today that I go for that run 
(a literal jog around the block), and why 
it’s totally okay that I spent all Sunday 
playing video games and watching 
YouTube videos because I totaaaaally did 
a few dozen push-ups throughout the 
day. 
And I know that it’s all complete 
bullshit as much as the next person. 
I used to be in fairly good shape, 
and I’m still some ways away from being 
completely incapable of physical exertion, 
but in the past few months since I landed 
myself a nine-to-five-sitting-in-an-
office-chair job, I can feel—and see—my 
general fitness deteriorating. 
It’s an easy thing to let happen. I 
work two jobs, I’m a pretty busy guy, so 
when I do have some free time, I feel I 
deserve to spend it doing something a bit 
more relaxing than labouring away on a 
treadmill. 
But one bad choice leads to two, a 
series of decisions becomes a full-fledged 
habit, and the next thing you know you’re 
sitting around the house for an entire 
Sunday because you “have to get around 
to writing that Lettitor at some point.” 
I’m not saying everyone has to go 
out and start getting totally swole by 
stocking up on pre-workout and protein 
shakes. It’s just that I’ve just noticed 
something that, up until my schedule 
became relatively consistent for the 
first time in my life, I’d never really 
realized: Your life is just a culmination of 
scheduled habits, and those habits come 
down to making the same decisions over 
and over again. 
Whether they’re decisions that will 
better your physical fitness down the line, 
or if you instead choose to do something 
a bit more relaxing that will improve 
your mental well-being, it’s entirely up to 
you… and to me. 
And I basically wrote this damn 
Lettitor to myself, didn’t I. 
Fuck it, I’m going for a run. 
Cheers,
Chandler Walter
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The union representing college instructors in Ontario has begun a 
legal battle with the Ontario government, 
which recently passed legislation 
forcing an end to the union’s strike.
The instructors went on strike 
October 16 after a breakdown in contract 
negotiations between the Ontario Public 
Service Employees Union (OPSEU,) 
which represents the instructors, and 
the College Employer Council (CEC,) 
which represents Ontario colleges. 
The instructors said one of their key 
demands in the contract negotiation 
was a reduction in precarious part-time 
employment of professors, which the 
CEC refused to grant. After five weeks 
on strike and an angry uproar from 
students, the Ontario government 
passed back-to-work legislation forcing 
the instructors to end their strike.
Now, the OPSEU is preparing to 
challenge the back-to-work legislation 
in court, according to a press release 
issued by the OPSEU on November 23.
Warren Thomas, president of the 
OPSEU, said in the press release that 
the back-to-work legislation violates the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
He said the Supreme Court of Canada 
has previously protected the right to 
collectively bargain and the right to strike.
“In the case of the colleges, the 
provincial government had the power to 
direct the employer to make the moves 
necessary to bargain a settlement,” he said 
in the press release. “The government 
chose legislation instead. They trampled 
on the right to collective bargaining 
when they clearly had other choices.”
Workers do generally have the right 
to strike in Canada, but governments 
can end a strike if the striking workers 
perform an “essential service,” such as 
policing and healthcare, according to the 
Public Service Labour Relations Act. The 
act defines an essential service as anything 
“necessary for the safety or security of 
the public or a segment of the public.”
The Ontario government claims 
public colleges are indeed an essential 
service, according to the back-to-
work legislation, called the Colleges of 
Applied Arts and Technology Labour 
Dispute Resolution Act, 2017.
“Education by Ontario’s colleges 
of applied arts and technology serves 
a critical public function,” the act says. 
“These programs prepare students for 
entry into the Ontario labour market.”
The Province initiated the back-
to-work legislation November 16 
shortly after the OPSEU had rejected 
the latest contract offer from the CEC. 
Prior to introducing the legislation, 
the government gave both parties 
a three-hour deadline to settle the 
dispute. Thomas said the government 
acted inappropriately after the OPSEU 
rejected the latest contract offer, 
according to the press release.
“The government never gave 
collective bargaining an honest chance 
after the contract was rejected,” he said. 
“That three-hour deadline was a sham 
designed to provide legal cover for 
legislation that was already a foregone 
conclusion. Instead of directing the 
colleges to settle, the government 
let them walk away from the table, 
then came back with a hammer.”  
Ontario government officials 
have not yet commented publicly 
on the OPSEU’s legal challenge.
Ontario college instructors challenge 
back-to-work legislation
öö Union says legislation violates Charter of Rights and Freedoms
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Jake Wray
News Editor
Douglas College now has access to a new video-streaming service 
that is available to students and staff. 
Criterion-on-Demand, which offers 
classics, new releases, foreign films, 
literary adaptations, documentaries, 
animated titles, and independent 
features, has been added to the Douglas 
College library catalogue, according to 
an announcement made by the college 
on Twitter November 16. The Criterion 
Pictures website describes their mission 
as providing “easy access to educationally 
relevant feature films used in Canadian 
Higher Education Institutions.”
Despite the similarity of the name, 
Criterion-on-Demand has no connection 
to the famed Criterion Collection. 
Christian Guillou, a media and 
electronic resources librarian at Douglas 
College, said in an e-mail interview 
with the Other Press that Criterion-
on-Demand is not the first streaming 
service to be offered at Douglas College.
“We subscribe to several 
streaming services such as Films on 
Demand, Curio (from CBC), and the 
National Films Board,” he said. 
All three streaming services 
are aimed at providing academic 
institutions access to films. 
Guillou said the college purchases 
access to streaming services because 
they are convenient for library users. 
“Students and faculty prefer this 
mode of access instead of having to 
come to the library and borrow the DVD 
or the VHS,” he said. “Many students 
don’t own a DVD or VHS players so it 
is more convenient for them to be able 
to access it at anytime from home.”  
There is little doubt that fewer 
people are buying hard copies of films. 
A 2016 article by Fortune magazine 
claims that sales of Blu-Ray discs and 
DVD’s dropped 12 per cent in 2015.  
Douglas College staff will assess the 
benefit versus the cost of the service on 
an annual basis, according to Guillou.  
“It is a subscription-based service. 
Every year, we will assess it and decide if 
we want to continue subscribing to it,” he 
said. “The cost of subscribing to Criterion-
on-Demand is $3,000 USD [annually.] 
It includes mostly feature films but also 
has more than 100 documentaries.”
According to the Criterion-on-
Demand website, the service they provide 
is unique in the entertainment industry. 
“Criterion-0n-Demand is the only 
customizable online feature film solution 
focused specifically on the Canadian Post 
Secondary Market,” the webpage says.  
The website also says the 
selection of films that Criterion-
on-Demand provides is large.  
“Criterion Pictures has the 
rights to over 15,000 titles,” and 
“updates titles quarterly.”  
New streaming service offered at Douglas
öö A streaming service dedicated to post-secondary education
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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Mike McPhee, a geography and environment instructor at Douglas 
College, has discovered several “lost 
streams” in New Westminster, according 
to a press release issued by the college.
McPhee and his research team 
spent the past two years poring 
over old maps, photos, books and 
other historical records to map 
streams that were destroyed as New 
Westminister developed over the 
years. The team working on the project 
includes McPhee, local historian 
Archie Miller, and students Sarah 
Lison and Nedene De Guzman.  
McPhee said he was eager to 
involve his students in his research, 
according to a report by the New 
Westminster Record published in 2015, 
when the lost streams project began. 
“I was aware of other municipalities 
that had done this sort of thing, so I 
approached the city and they were 
really keen,” McPhee told the Record. 
“I had this idea for a while and I just 
thought it was a great opportunity to 
get some students involved to give 
them some experiential learning.”
The project started in McPhee’s 
classroom, according to a statement 
by McPhee published on the official 
website of the lost streams project. 
“The origins of the Lost Streams 
of New Westminster project are my 
geography classes at Douglas College and 
my interest in natural history,” McPhee 
said in the statement. “I thought it would 
be interesting to engage students and the 
community in trying to locate and map 
the ‘lost’ streams of New Westminster.”
McPhee also said in the statement 
that tours inspired the project.
“In my classes I have students 
visualize what New Westminster would 
have looked like prior to its settlement 
by Europeans,” he said in the statement. 
“In doing walks through downtown New 
Westminster with students, our guide, 
local historian Archie Miller, would 
often point out where bridges were built 
and if one listened carefully, you might 
hear water running beneath buildings.”  
McPhee said in the statement that 
it wasn’t easy to find the lost streams. 
“Finding lost streams is like 
detective work,” he said. “I originally 
thought it would be straightforward—
find old maps, old photos, and other 
historical records and locate the streams. 
However, it proved to be challenging.” 
Jaimie McEvoy, a New Westminster 
city councillor, said the data uncovered 
by McPhee and his team will be useful 
in city-planning endeavours, according 
to the Douglas College press release.
“This work will help guide 
future separated storm systems as 
well as mimic the environmental 
function of streams and watersheds 
that pre-date development,” 
McEvoy said in the press release.
Douglas College 
offers new accounting 
program
Lost streams found 
in New Westminster
öö Chartered Professional Accounts 
of Canada supports program
öö Geography instructor works alongside students
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Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter 
TransLink has begun phase three of their fare review plan by posting 
an online survey where commuters 
can weigh in on how the company 
should implement fare pricing that 
better reflects distance travelled.
TransLink first began the review 
midway through last year with the goal of 
increasing ridership while also improving 
system-wide efficiency, according to their 
website. Between the first two surveys, 
they have received input from over 43,000 
members of the public, most of whom felt 
the current system is not working well. 
The first phase of the review 
found that customers were dissatisfied 
with the current system, according to 
TransLink’s phase one summary report. 
“The primary source of dissatisfaction 
with the current fare system relates 
to perceptions of inequities around 
how we price by distance today,” the 
phase one summary report says.
TransLink attributes the 
dissatisfaction to the archaic 
three-zone system. 
“[The three-zone system was] 
originally adopted in 1984 [and] has 
remained largely unchanged for more 
than 30 years,” the phase one summary 
report states. “In this time, the region 
has grown by over one million people. 
We have grown from a system based 
entirely on buses to one that includes an 
extensive rail rapid transit network.”
The second phase of the review 
proposed options for how TransLink could 
price their fares to reflect distance: By 
eliminating zones altogether, modifying 
zone boundaries, or measuring trip 
distance. It found most respondents 
felt zone elimination was appropriate 
for buses, while measured distance 
was more appropriate for rail service. 
This new phase suggests shortlisted 
options for distance-based fare pricing. 
The current survey proposes two 
main options: The first would see prices 
determined by kilometer on rapid transit 
with a flat rate for buses; the second 
would see all forms of transportation 
priced per kilometer. While both options 
would cap prices after a maximum fare 
is reached, the different options would 
affect fare prices differently. The review’s 
discussion guide claims the first option 
would lower prices for SeaBus trips, 
shorter two or three-zone SkyTrain trips, 
and short SkyTrain trips across current 
zone boundaries but raise prices for longer 
SkyTrain rides. The second option would 
lower most short trip pricing while raising 
the price of trips over five kilometers.
Updating pricing will also affect 
how riders calculate their fares, so the 
review also addresses options for fare 
products, particularly with frequent 
riders in mind, as well as expanding 
fare discounts to low-income citizens. 
TransLink is urging anyone who 
is interested in sharing their ideas and 
opinions to go to the discussion forum 
located on their website. The deadline to 
give feedback to the survey is December 8.
Douglas College is now offering courses that will qualify students for 
the Advanced Certificate in Accounting 
and Finance National Exams (ACAF.)
The college already offers a 
bachelor of business administration in 
accounting, an accounting diploma, 
and an accounting certificate, but the 
new program is being offered through a 
partnership with Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Canada (CPA). The 
ACAF is a nationally-standardized 
exam developed by CPA Canada.
CPA Canada used to offer ACAF 
training directly, but they are phasing 
that training out by 2018 in favour of 
ACAF courses at various post-secondary 
institutions, including Douglas College, 
according to the CPA Canada website. 
The ACAF will be an asset to 
anyone looking to gain intermediate 
skills in the industry, according to 
a Douglas College press release.
“Certified professionals will be 
equipped with the advanced technical 
accounting skills demanded by many 
of Canada’s top employers, plus hands-
on experience with industry-specific 
software,” the press release says.  
The CPA Canada website also 
discusses the potential for education 
beyond the ACAF designation. 
“If at some point any you want 
to pursue the Chartered Professional 
Accountant (CPA) designation, your 
ACAF training will be recognized 
toward the undergraduate degree 
and specific knowledge requirements 
needed for admission to the CPA 
Professional Education Program 
(CPA PEP),” the website states. 
The BC government predicts there 
will be thousands of job opportunities 
over the next decade in the accounting 
field, according to a report published 
by the Georgia Strait March 1.
“There are expected to be 11,600 
openings over the next nine years,” the 
article states. “CPA Canada’s most recent 
compensation survey puts the median 
salary for CPAs in B.C. at $100,000.”
Douglas College students will have 
plenty of chances to enroll in classes, 
according to the Douglas College website.
“There will normally be multiple 
offerings of all entry level and technical 
level courses in each of the three 
semesters, with students usually being 
able to choose between day and evening 
classes. Applied level courses will be 
offered starting Winter 2018 in the 
evenings with a minimum of one course 
available every semester,” the website says.
Transit review enters phase three
öö TransLink moves closer towards updating fare pricing 
 Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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With the end of the year comes the time for lists. I personally 
am not a fan of making lists when it 
comes to things like songs or albums; 
instead I like to use my time writing 
about the songs or albums that I 
jammed to a lot or that made me feel 
something. With that being said, here 
are eight songs that I loved in 2017.
“The Deep” by clipping.
A story told through song, “The Deep” 
finds abstract rapper clipping. sharing 
the adventure of African women 
thrown into the water to live on the 
surface f loor and their trip to reach 
land again. The song is a four-part act 
until they finally reach that break in 
the water, with the production and 
f low rapidly increasing in speed. The 
production features a lot of industrial 
sounds to give you the feeling of 
being underwater. The nondescript 
drum loop mixed with these sounds 
and clipping.’s storytelling makes 
for a very replayable record. 
“As If It’s Your Last” by BlackPink
BlackPink strikes again with the 
most infectious bop in K-Pop for 
2017. It has a sound of K-Pops past 
infused with a little bit more of an 
electronic vibe to make it feel fresh. 
The chorus has a tantalizing melody 
to it, while Jennie’s rap verse is cocky 
and oozing with charisma. Fans of 
K-Pop already know what BlackPink 
brings to the table but even an outsider 
would respect this pop banger. 
“Taste” by Rhye
“Taste” is Rhye’s return to music after 
a four-year hiatus. The beautiful vocal 
melodies are still perfectly intact, 
giving a sense of familiarity, but the 
production adds an extra layer of depth 
to an already beautiful sound. The 
bassline is groovy while the piano lines 
are absolutely gorgeous. This record 
is fun and danceable, which is a nice 
progression into Rhye’s overall sound. 
“Bodak Yellow” by Cardi B
The song that put a female rapper on 
the top of the charts for the first time in 
19 years is an absolute club banger. The 
stripper-turned-rapper f lows her ass 
off. Cardi is confident and she weaves 
through and dominates the glossy trap 
beat. The hi-hats are rattling while the 
key loop is super infectious. Cardi uses 
a repeatable hook to keep the track 
playing in clubs and radio alike, but it 
is her verses that keep me coming back. 
She is Nicki Minaj if Nicki showed 
off her street side more often. “Bodak 
Yellow” is so much fun to rap to and a 
song that I continually come back to. 
“Midnight” by Jessie Ware
The first track from Jessie Ware’s 
album Glasshouse is a silky starter with 
beautiful arrangements and even more 
encapsulating melodies. Ware’s vocals 
have a quiet power to them as she maps 
out a rendezvous with her love. The 
chorus brings in some smouldering 
drums and a beautiful refrain from 
Ware. This is adult contemporary 
pop music at its absolute finest.
“Star” by Brockhampton
“Star” is a genre-bending, pop-culture-
referencing hip hop track that is 
outrageously fun. The ragtag group 
that met on a Kanye West fan forum 
come together and f low over a grime-
inf luenced trap beat. People mentioned 
on this song include Heath Ledger, 
Beyoncé, Jason Statham, Liam Neeson, 
and Chris Paul, just to name a few. Dom 
McLennon steals the show with his 
opening verse, and the overall ethos of 
wanting to attain certain aspects from 
each celebrity mentioned makes for a 
unique idea in the hip hop landscape. 
“(No One Knows Me) Like 
the Piano” by Sampha
This song is the most breathtaking 
record I have heard all year as it is 
just Sampha and his mastery of the 
piano. It is low-key and sweet, and it 
allows Sampha’s unique vocals to 
breathe throughout the entire song. He 
sounds his most comfortable in this 
realm of music and the stripped away 
melodies lend to his vocal strengths. 
On this track, Sampha uses the 
piano to represent two different things. 
The surface level role is that the 
physical aspect of the piano helped him 
find his creative spark and his talent 
as an artist. The other role the piano 
plays is actually something that ties 
Sampha and his mother together. When 
his mother was diagnosed with cancer 
in 2010, and when the disease returned 
in 2014, the artist put his music on the 
back burner to take care of her and used 
the piano as a mode of escapism for 
both of them. You can really hear the 
emotion in Sampha’s voice on this track 
and how much he cares for his mother. 
It is a truly beautiful song that should 
be getting more recognition than it has. 
The Accursed Kings is a seven-book series by French author Maurice 
Druon. The books are works of historical 
fiction, set in 14th-century France and 
following the line of King Philip the Fair. 
Philip, also called the Iron King, was 
responsible for the transition of France 
from a land of feudalism to a country 
with a strong centralized government. 
He also, infamously, disbanded the 
Knights Templar and had their Grand 
Master—Jacques de Molay—burned 
at the stake for heresy. It is this act 
that kicks off the series’ first book.
The “accursed” part of the series 
title also stems from the execution 
of Jacques. In the books, the Templar 
Grand Master calls Philip before the 
tribunal of God, cursing the king and 
all of his line. From there, the stage is 
set for an epic tale of deceit, betrayal, 
love, and loss. The series begins in the 
year 1314 and ends in 1356. In that time, 
France goes through seven kings.
It would take more than one article 
to summarize the entire series. It is, 
however, fair to say that if you like A 
Game of Thrones, then it’s worth giving 
The Accursed Kings a look. George R. R. 
Martin wrote the foreword for the English-
language edition, favourably comparing 
Druon’s work to his own, and it’s an apt 
comparison. France of the 1300s is a little 
more mundane than Westeros, lacking in 
dragons and magic, but more than making 
up the difference in political intrigue. 
Keeping all of the plots and schemes of 
the various characters straight is a task in 
itself, but one that is pulled off adeptly.
There’s also plenty of war and 
death. By the end of the series, many 
of the characters you’ve come to love or 
hate will be dead, killed off by history 
just as well as by the author’s pen. 
Unfortunately, for the same reason, many 
of the worst offenders never quite get 
their comeuppance. Historical fiction 
is still bound by the events as they are 
known, but the devil is in the details and 
the books make a fine tale nonetheless.
All that said, though, book seven is 
not quite on the level of the first six. 
The original six were first published 
in French between 1955 and 1960, but 
book seven didn’t see print until 1977. 
Where the others are third-person 
accounts, bouncing around between 
events and characters at will, the 
seventh is written in first person as a 
monologue. I found it something of a 
struggle to get through, for very little 
payoff at the end. The series is good and 
well worth the read, but skipping the 
seventh book is entirely forgivable.
Eight songs I loved in 2017
Crowded Bookshelf: ‘Game 
of Thrones’ circa 1314
öö Favourites from a variety of genres
öö A recommendation for the ‘Accursed Kings’ series
Joshua Toevs
Columnist
Duncan Fingarson
Senior Columnist
With the end of the year comes the time for lists.”
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The holidays are not the most wonderful time of the year for 
everyone. For many, the season isn’t 
always cheerful or all fun and games. 
There are countless movies that feature 
the holidays played straight, but some 
tackle the subject in a more subversive 
way. All these flicks feature holiday 
content, but they also contain more 
serious content, and they’re about 
more than merely the festivities—
just like the holidays in real life. 
Bad Santa (2003) 
Willie T. Sokes (Billy Bob Thornton) 
is a crooked alcoholic mall Santa who 
robs the whole department store on 
Christmas Eve every year with his elf 
Marcus (Tony Cox). His plans and 
outlook take a turn when he befriends 
“The Kid” (Brett Kelly), a troubled 
child who thinks Willie really is Santa 
Claus. Equally hilarious and depressing, 
the sheer cynicism of this movie may 
hit close to home this holiday season. 
As a bonus, check out Bad Santa 2 
(2016), featuring the original cast. 
Eyes Wide Shut (1999) 
Legendary director Stanley Kubrick’s 
final film features Tom Cruise as Dr. 
Bill Hartford and Nicole Kidman as 
his wife Alice. After learning of Alice’s 
infidelity fantasies and a secret club 
from a friend, Bill travels through 
New York City at Christmas time for 
a night of wild adventure. Featuring 
mysterious costume shop owners, 
drug overdoses, and Illuminati-esque 
orgies, this long flick is most decidedly 
not cheerful or sentimental—all the 
more reason to put it on this list. 
The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (1993) 
Truly the all-time goth kid classic 
for both Halloween and Christmas. 
This iconic Claymation Tim Burton 
musical has been immortalized in 
punk merchandise forever, but in case 
you’ve missed out: Jack Skellington 
(Chris Sarandon), the Pumpkin King of 
Halloweentown, stumbles upon another 
magical town with gifts, elves, and 
mistletoe. Inspired and misguided by this 
new holiday, Jack attempts to combine 
Halloween with Christmas and replace 
Santa Claus—with disastrous results. 
Harry Potter (2001-2012) 
So, maybe these aren’t explicitly 
Christmas movies. But each movie, 
which takes place over the course of 
a year or so, does feature scenes set 
during the holiday season. The scenes of 
Hogwarts and Hogsmeade in the snow 
are absolutely lovely. The Weird Sisters 
at the Yule Ball rock the place hard. 
Also, if you’re not feeling the holidays, 
there’s plenty of terrifying creatures 
and dark wizards ahead. If you don’t 
know what a Hogwarts, Hogsmeade, 
or Weird Sisters is, now is a great time 
to enter the world of Harry Potter!
Mean Girls (2003) 
This movie is actually pretty hilarious, 
especially that Christmas scene (you 
already know which one I’m talking 
about). Nevertheless, it does touch 
on serious subjects, and may be the 
perfect film to indulge in when you’re 
having another mood swing and 
it’s not even December yet. “That’s 
the Jingle Bell! That’s the Jingle 
Bell! That’s the Jingle Bell Rock!”
The future of DC’s Cinematic Universe is riding on how well 
Justice League does in theatres, and 
the reviews are quite mixed. 
The long-awaited Justice League 
film came to theatres on November 
17. After previous DC films such as 
Batman v Superman and Suicide Squad 
underperformed, but Wonder Woman 
proved to be a hit, fans and critics claim 
that this movie will be very important in 
determining the overall success and future 
of the DCEU. The studio has quite a few 
films planned for the future, including 
Aquaman in 2018, as well as Wonder 
Woman 2 in 2019 and Flashpoint in 2020. 
Justice League has an important job: To 
regain fans’ trust in the DCEU and get 
them excited for upcoming movies. 
According to Forbes Magazine, Justice 
League has made around $325 million 
worldwide as of last week, but the two 
weeks after the initial release will be vital 
in determining the film’s success. With 
Thanksgiving weekend in the US starting 
on November 23, and the movie opening 
in Japan and Lebanon the same week, 
it’s hard to make a final call on how well 
the film has done commercially until the 
results come in at the end of November. 
Justice League saw a huge jump 
in the box office a few days after it was 
released, but its opening weekend 
came up fairly short, making only $94 
million domestically. This number pales 
in comparison to some of the other 
popular films that came out in 2017, such 
as Thor: Ragnarok, which made $121 
million, or Wonder Woman, which made 
$103 million. Comparing it to Warner 
Bros. movies outside the genre, It made 
$123.1 million in its opening weekend. 
Apart from how much the film 
earned, a lot is based on reviews and fan 
reactions. People were concerned because 
Rotten Tomatoes held their Justice League 
review until the day before the film came 
out, which is rarely a good sign. When 
the review came out, it earned 41 per 
cent on the Tomatometer, but out of 
269 reviews, 110 voted the film “fresh.” 
Many of the top critic reviews said that 
the film did not get the pacing right, and 
that it felt rushed or didn’t have the right 
tone. This could be due to some of the 
issues Justice League faced while filming, 
such as bringing Joss Whedon on board 
to direct, replacing Zack Snyder, who 
had to leave due to a family tragedy.
The audience score was very different, 
with 84 per cent saying they liked the 
film. Despite the negative reviews from 
critics, it seems that reviews on Rotten 
Tomatoes that are not from top critics 
are much more positive. Audience 
reviews gave an average of three out 
of five stars. It seems that critics are 
being rather harsh with Justice League, 
and audiences do not necessarily 
agree with the lacklustre reviews. 
So, what does this mean for the future 
of the DCEU? It’s hard to say. Unlike 
Thor: Ragnarok, which made it very clear 
where the MCU was headed and how 
audiences felt about it, it looks like we’re 
going to have to wait a few more weeks 
before seeing what Justice League actually 
means for DC’s future. What we do know 
is that the characters seen in the film were 
great, and audiences were much happier 
with the film than critics thought they 
would be. In the end, fans fuel fandoms, 
so how the audience responds is what 
will determine DC’s fate going forward.
Veronnica MacKillop
Contributor
‘Justice League’ lands with 
fans but flops with critics
öö DC’s latest film just came out, and a lot was riding on its success
Not the same old feel-good 
Christmas movies
öö Unconventional flicks for December
Cazzy Lewchuk
Senior Columnist
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I find that most Eurogames take a lot of inspiration from very specific places 
and events in history, and not the kind of 
big events that you would expect—be it 
building power grids in modern Germany, 
to building rail lines during the early 
ages of steam in Germany. In fact, a lot 
of games take place in Germany. Let’s see 
what was happening in Medieval Spain.
Alhambra (2003) is a tile placement 
game for two to six players designed by 
Dirk Henn and published by Queen 
Games. In the game, it is 1278 CE and you 
are tasked with constructing the sprawling 
fortress of Alhambra in Granada. You 
purchase buildings using one of four 
different currencies and place them in such 
a way that all sections are accessible by 
foot. Points are scored three times during 
the game, with players scoring based on 
who has the most of each type of building.
Alhambra has a lot of thematic and 
mechanical similarities to Carcassonne 
(2000)—which also involves constructing 
a massive medieval Mediterranean 
fortress using tile placement—just with 
economic considerations in place of worker 
placement mechanics. The three scoring 
phases in Alhambra occur somewhat 
randomly during play and add a significant 
amount of chance and luck to the game.
I felt that Alhambra lacks some 
of the gravity of its peers. It isn’t rigid 
enough to utilize long-term strategy, 
and it lacks the complexity that would 
allow multiple ways of winning. In the 
end, Alhambra feels more like a footrace 
with too much luck involved. Though I 
wouldn’t call Alhambra a bad game by 
any stretch, I just feel that there are better 
games with better mechanics out there.
Last Thursday, the Music Department’s Arts at One concert series wrapped 
up for the semester with the Student 
Showcase concert, featuring a fantastic 
mix of Romantic and Renaissance music.
Arts at One is a free weekly concert 
series that takes place at 1 p.m. on Thursdays 
in the Laura C. Muir Performing Arts 
Theatre, with performances by musicians 
mainly from around the Metro Vancouver 
area. On November 23, the show consisted 
of solo and group performances by 
some of the best of Douglas College’s 
own talented music students. 
The audience was treated to a few 
lovely piano solos, including a very 
lively rendition of Liszt’s “Un Sospiro” 
played by Karmen Deng to start the 
show, and an astoundingly swift and airy 
performance of Debussy’s “Étude No. 7” 
by Jane Wang. Liszt’s technically dazzling 
and lengthy “Hungarian Rhapsody No. 
2” was executed deftly by Jeon Mok. 
The students also demonstrated their 
skills in making music together with a 
couple of smaller group pieces. Stephanie 
Kalyk on the flute played Georges Brun’s 
“Romance” alongside piano accompaniment, 
a gentle and beautiful lilting work. Kalyk 
on flute, Jane Wang on piano, and Yukari 
Smith on clarinet also performed two 
spirited movements of John Clinton’s 
“Grand Duo Concertante Op. 43.”
The Student Showcase concert 
finished off with the large Chamber Wind 
Ensemble, directed by John van Deursen, 
filling the stage with woodwinds, brass, and 
percussion. They first delivered the “Marche 
militaire” by Camille Saint-Saëns, a piece just 
as rousing and majestic as its title implies.
Finally, the ensemble performed 
two pieces out of the Fitzwilliam Virginal 
Book—as van Deursen explained to the 
audience, a large collection of popular music 
from the late 16th and early 17th centuries 
by a variety of composers. Listeners were 
swept along with the epic wind ensemble 
arrangements of William Byrd’s “Pavana” 
and Giles Farnaby’s “His Humor.”
Along with musical proficiency, 
the students also had the opportunity 
to present to audiences their polished 
showmanship and stage presence, which 
is just as impressive as hitting the right 
notes. Unfortunately, this is the last 
Arts at One concert of the semester; 
the concert originally scheduled for the 
coming Thursday, November 30, has 
been cancelled. However, Arts at One will 
return in January for another semester 
full of free and quality concerts.
Music students display 
performing skills at 
Student Showcase concert
öö The final ‘Arts at One’ show of the winter semester
Chairman of the Board: House upon the sand
öö ‘Alhambra’ board game review
Ed Appleby
Senior Columnist
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Vulfpeck, one of the most successful—yet tragically obscure—
modern funk bands here on the West 
Coast, recently released their first dud 
of an album. Mr. Finish Line, released on 
November 17, starts strong with a cute 
pop-esque song designed to draw in the 
mainstream crowds, but the jazz meat of 
the album is sorely lacking. This is hard 
for me, a diehard Vulfpeck fan, to admit, 
but Mr. Finish Line is one of the most 
boring albums I’ve recently listened to.
The strength of Vulfpeck has 
always been in their cleanness. Coming 
straight from Michigan University, 
the band keeps their rhythms simple 
and their sounds separate, resulting in 
songs with unique and sophisticated 
interactions between bass, snare, piano, 
and brass. This new album takes that 
too far. Most of the songs are so clean, 
they’re bland—repetitive beats with 
little to no flair. It’s a surprising turn 
for such a creative and quirky group. 
Songs like “Vulf Pack,” “Hero Town,” 
and “Captain Hook” promised to be 
pure Vulf style but end up being almost 
monotonous and completely forgettable. 
“Birds of a Feather, We Rock 
Together,” the first and probably best 
song on the album, shows that Vulfpeck 
still has the raw talent and refined 
skill for some seriously impressive 
work. That song, and a few reminders 
scattered throughout that bassist Joe 
Dart and vocalist Antwaun Stanley are 
some of the best musicians currently 
working in the genre, keep the album 
from being outright bad; Vulfpeck has a 
knack for picking up incredibly talented 
artists and fusing their styles. “Grandma” 
in particular shows off Stanley’s 
amazingly smooth voice and strong 
sense of humour, even though most 
of the rest of the song is pretty basic.
Their oddball comedy is another 
thing that separates Vulfpeck from 
the crowd—their YouTube channel 
is a mix of simple but stylish music 
videos and recipes for salads set to an 
improv bass-and-vocals routine by 
Dart and Stanley. This attitude finds its 
way into their songs, making most of 
their albums quirky and unexpectedly 
hilarious. Mr. Finish Line is also lacking 
here. “Grandma” definitely has some 
golden lines, but everything else feels so 
extremely by-the-books and uncreative.
All in all, Mr. Finish Line is 
unsatisfying. It lacks the zest and 
ambition that made previous albums 
stand out, especially Vollmich, and 
it doesn’t compensate with enough 
fancy piano work or bass solos. 
Despite this setback, fans shouldn’t 
be worried about whether Vulfpeck’s 
funky golden age is over. Their music 
videos continue to delight and some 
of the songs in this lackluster album 
show that the band still has the raw 
talent for amazing things—they just 
need to do it again, with passion.
Vulfpeck hits 
its first flop
öö ‘Mr. Finish Line’ album review
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
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Originally, I was going to watch the new Justice League film, 
but I couldn’t because I have not 
seen all of the films that are related 
to Justice League. Instead, I saw 
Wonder, which tells the story of a boy 
who is considered unlikable fitting 
in at a prep school, based on the 
bestselling book by R.J. Palacio.
Auggie Pullman (BC’s Jacob 
Tremblay) was born with an illness 
called Treacher Collins Syndrome and 
had to undergo 28 surgeries to fix his 
face. When his mother, Isabel (Julia 
Roberts), puts him in Beecher Prep for 
middle school, which his father, Nate 
(Owen Wilson), does not want him 
to attend, Auggie has a rough start. 
However, when some of the students 
spend time with him, he does wonderful 
things for the people around him. 
The film not only follows Auggie, 
it also follows the people he interacts 
with. Each story intertwines with 
the others to show how something 
leads to an event, and this makes the 
film work—beginning with his sister, 
Via (Izabela Vidovic), so that we see 
what she is going through. The film 
also focuses on Isabel trying to be a 
children’s book author, and her story 
is spread out throughout the film.
There is a line that some people 
will laugh at when one of the students 
in the prep school says that she landed 
a part in an episode of Law and Order. 
I was laughing at a scene in the film in 
which Auggie helps his best friend, Jack 
(Noah Jupe), with a science quiz, and 
when they finish it Auggie drops his 
pencil like he is dropping a microphone. 
Also, there are funny moments from 
Homeland’s Mandy Patinkin as the 
principal of Beecher Prep, Mr. Tushman. 
The soundtrack of Wonder has 
songs that can be heard in other films, 
which works well for this film, including 
a song that is in Napoleon Dynamite, 
“The Monster Mash,” Bruce Springsteen’s 
version of “Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town,” and a choir version of The 
Polyphonic Spree song “Light and Day.”
While the film takes place in 
New York City, most of it was filmed 
in the Lower Mainland. Via’s high 
school scenes were filmed in Heritage 
Woods Secondary School, the courts 
of British Columbia can be seen in 
some scenes, and the nature reserve 
scenes were filmed in Camp Howdy.
To prepare for the film, Tremblay 
went to SickKids Hospital in Toronto to 
see people who have Treacher Collins 
Syndrome and learn what they had to 
go through with the illness. During 
the filming of it, Tremblay had to 
spend two hours having makeup done 
to make him look like his character.
Wonder is probably one of the 
best films of this year. I will end 
this review paraphrasing a line from 
the film: “When choosing between 
right and kind, choose kind.”
A wonder of a movie
öö ‘Wonder’ film review
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
St. Vincent, the stage name of Anne Clark, released her fifth studio album 
Masseduction on October 13. Over the 
past few years, St. Vincent has grown 
from a critically-acclaimed indie artist to 
someone known for more than just her 
music due to her long-term relationship 
with model Cara Delevingne. Even if she is 
still mysterious, knowing more about the 
singer’s life definitely adds some weight to 
the songs about love, loss, and loneliness.
In album-opener “Hang on Me,” St. 
Vincent quietly greets us “I know you’re 
probably sleepin’/I’ve got this thing I been 
thinkin’/Yeah, I admit I been drinkin’/
The void is back and I’m blinkin’.” Second 
track “Pills” is a fast-paced, disorienting 
song about her use of pills to help her 
cope with anxiety and depression and help 
her sleep. The title track, “Masseduction,” 
is the first of two songs explicitly and 
unapologetically about sex from a woman’s 
perspective. “I can’t turn off what turns me 
on,” she croons over heavy guitars. What 
matters in this song is what turns her on, 
even when it leads to “Massdestruction.” 
“Sugarboy” is about gender roles, with 
St. Vincent relating to both genders 
amid segregating chants of “Boys! Girls! 
Boys! Girls!” These three tracks form 
a fantastic run, with the interesting, 
often hectic instrumentals bringing the 
listener fully into St. Vincent’s world.
With Masseduction, St. Vincent 
mixes her early high-tempo tracks with 
later slow ballads like “Happy Birthday, 
Johnny,” “New York,” and “Slow Disco.” 
These are all successfully affecting, 
particularly “Happy Birthday, Johnny.” The 
song finds the titular character of “Prince 
Johnny,” off St. Vincent’s previous album, 
on the street, begging the singer for some 
money for food and accusing her of faking 
a charitous image: “What happened to 
blood/Our family/Annie, how could you 
do this to me?” With St. Vincent’s songs, 
it can be hard to know how much is true 
and how much is fiction, but the use of 
her real name in this track makes it feel 
all the more heartbreakingly real. The 
only fault to be found with this track 
is as part of the album as a whole; it is 
jarringly followed by the sexy “Saviour,” 
a song about roleplaying as a nurse, 
nun, or policewoman for her lover, 
making the previous track’s closing lines 
“When you get free Johnny/I hope you 
find peace” lose a little bit of punch.
Masseduction’s first two singles 
focus on both US coasts, and both 
deal with loss in their own ways. “New 
York” reads like a break-up song but 
St. Vincent has stated that it is more 
about the loss of Davie Bowie (“I have 
lost a hero/I have lost a friend”), who is 
a large source of inspiration for her. The 
song finds her singing beautifully over a 
bare piano, with none of her trademark 
guitar and theatrics. “Los Ageless” brings 
us back to those signatures, with the 
singer fighting bitingly against the city 
while still lamenting the loss of love: 
“How could anybody have you and lose 
you and not lose their minds, too?”
The latter half of the album deals 
with even heavier subject matter. “Young 
Lover” is a track more explicitly about her 
relationship with Delevingne, specifically 
about her fear over Delevingne’s drug 
use. The next two songs, “Dancing with a 
Ghost” and “Slow Disco,” recall “We Put 
a Pearl in the Ground” and “Landmines” 
from St. Vincent’s debut album, Marry 
Me. The first two tracks in both couplets 
are short instrumental tracks that serve 
as lead-ins for the latter two, and both 
are slow songs that deal with the loss 
of a relationship. In “Landmines,” St. 
Vincent is searching for her lost partner 
through landmines that she admits 
she planted, causing them to leave; in 
“Slow Disco,” she is the one who leaves, 
even though she is happy, because it’s 
better than holding onto a relationship 
that is just a “slow dance to death.”
The final track is, to me, one of 
the most affecting. “Smoking Section” 
deals with suicial ideation—as a way 
to be free, to deal with the loss of a 
relationship, and, most worryingly, as 
a way of getting back at the partner 
who left. The album ends with a sad, 
repeated chant: “It’s not the end.”
Having now played four of her five 
albums on repeat throughout the years 
(I somehow skipped 2009’s Actor), I find 
this to be her least sonically consistent 
album, and also the least sonically 
interesting. It doesn’t contain anything 
approaching “Rattlesnake” or “Bring Me 
Your Loves” in terms of outlandishness, 
and that’s something that I truly miss. 
However, unlike her previous albums, 
the theme of Masseduction does not deal 
with St. Vincent the character; this one 
is incredibly more personal. In addition, 
while it doesn’t have the consistency of her 
previous albums, its callbacks to them and 
the inspiration it draws from them make 
it a treat to listen to as a long-time fan. 
This is the album she needed to make 
right now, since she has spent the last 
few years in the limelight with her most 
successful album, St. Vincent, and her 
relationship starting and ending very 
publically. I hope her next album shares 
more in common with St. Vincent 
(or, a girl can dream, Marry Me), but 
this is still a wonderful offering.
St. Vincent returns with her 
first truly personal album
öö ‘Masseduction’ album review
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
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Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
For someone as uncoordinated as I am anxious, walking into a crowded gym 
instantly makes me want to throw up. I’ve 
never been a traditional workout kind of 
person, so the weights section with its 
thousand-and-one different machines and 
its wall of racked barbells has always been 
a source of intimidation—more accurately, 
“gymtimidation.” 
I’m tormented at the prospect of 
hopping onto one of those pulley-operated 
machines in an attempt at having a proper 
shoulder day, but instead of feeling that 
proverbial burn that everyone talks 
about, I lose grip of the bar, the weights 
come crashing down with a loud metallic 
clank, and everyone stares in my awkward 
direction. It comes down to being worried 
about being recognized as “the new one” at 
the gym. Nobody wants to be singled out 
as the one who doesn’t know what they’re 
doing. 
However, this kind of thinking is 
never going to help me reach my fitness 
goals. There’s only so much cycling you 
can do before your body begins to plateau. 
Bodies need a lot more than just cardio to 
be healthy. Weight training can help boost 
your metabolism into optimal functionality, 
so your body continues to burn calories 
even after your workout. If I’m to have the 
strongest body I can, for as long as I hope 
to have it, I have to get over myself and my 
anxiety.
You just have to remind yourself that 
everyone started out as “the new one” as 
some point. Despite how it seems, none of 
those health nuts who are always wearing 
the most stylish athletic wear and who know 
how to execute each exercise with perfect 
execution walked into a gym for the first 
time with inherent fitness knowledge. Don’t 
let your pride hold you back. Nobody is 
there just to watch you struggle. Everybody 
is just focusing on making it through that 
last set.  
 O Return to sport after injury
 O Ending on a high
 O The best in the west
And more!
Performance anxiety
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
öö Don’t let “gymtimidation” get you down
Nobody wants to be singled out as the one 
who doesn’t know what they’re doing. “
Headed into the midseason winter break, the Royals men’s volleyball 
team have quite some work to do. 
Halfway through the PACWEST season, 
the men sit tied for fourth in the league 
with a record of 5-7, and one game off of 
third. While the team has always been an 
underdog headed into the season, their 
play has looked much better than their 
record. 
Head coach Jay Tremonti has 
instilled a fighting spirit in his team, 
something that the men’s soccer team 
has showed us that can be so important 
to winning championships. In the team’s 
seven losses, only one of them was a 
blowout. That loss came at the beginning 
of the season, and since then, the men 
have fought hard in every game, win 
or lose. Their 21-24 set win/loss record 
shows how much spirit the team has. No 
matter who they play, the Royals fight to 
win. 
In terms of on-court statistics, rookie 
Reid Marriot has been the standout, as 
predicted when he joined the roster. His 
record of 143 kills is the second best in 
the PACWEST, and his hitting percentage 
of 0.299 is the fourth best. Defensively, 
Trayl Plouffe is one of the best in the 
league up front. His 25 blocks has him 
tied for third most in the league, and his 
0.63 blocks per set is the fourth best. But 
it’s in the transition where you can find 
the Royals’ success. 
Setter Jared Collins has been 
exceptional to start the year. He leads 
the PACWEST in assists, with 445 to his 
name. He has the second best assists per 
set record, with 9.47 assists per set. But 
it’s his presence off the ball that makes 
Jared exceptional. The Royals’ captain 
has really grown into the role since 
having the mantle place upon him last 
year. Normally not a talkative person, 
Jared has grown to be a vocal leader for 
his teammates. Whether that means 
debating a call for his teammates, or 
expressing their displeasure to a referee, 
or picking the team up after a tough 
game, Jared has become something the 
Royals team needed sorely last year. A 
true leader. 
While the Royals have performed 
fairly well to start the year under Jay 
Tremonti, when the ball starts to fly, it 
becomes Jared’s team. Though the squad 
have some growing to do during the 
break before they can compete with some 
of the big boys in the PACWEST, look for 
them to make a late push, similar to last 
year.
Trust the process
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Royals men’s volleyball have work to do over break
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A little over a month ago, I discussed how teams and coaches need to 
provide better preventative measures 
in order to stop ACL injuries from 
happening. Though I still believe 
that more needs to be done in order 
to prevent these injuries, sometimes 
accidents happen that are completely 
unavoidable. For example, I know from 
experience that it’s possible to become 
sandwiched between your teammate 
and opponent, ultimately causing your 
knee to dislocate as your leg becomes 
a ping pong ball between two rackets 
firing back and forth. Injuries are never 
fun, so here are some tips for how to get 
through the process without completely 
losing your mind, or your leg’s ability to 
move.
My first important tip is to not 
only keep up with your physio exercises 
and appointments, but to try and 
start doing them before you go in for 
surgery, as long as your doctor gives 
you the go-ahead. Getting in there and 
moving your leg is crucial to a speedy 
and effective recovery, no matter how 
insignificant it may feel to slightly bend 
and straighten your leg. Eventually, 
you’ll get up to the more exciting 
movements such as jumping, pivoting, 
and twisting, but you need to take the 
small—yet crucial—steps before getting 
back to your 100 per cent. 
I was terrible at keeping up with 
my physio exercises after my ACL 
surgery and my leg suffered for it. If you 
want to get back to playing whatever 
sport you play competitively, or are 
just suffering from all of those 
paychecks you’re missing from 
work, physio is your best 
friend. 
Another 
piece of 
advice 
I have for 
those waiting 
until they can 
do basic life movements, is to 
make sure that you do not rush 
back into playing a sport. ACL 
operations are an invasive 
form of surgery that will take 
time to heal fully. My doctor 
told me that once you’ve made 
it past the three-year mark 
post-surgery, your chances of 
re-tearing your ACL reduce 
dramatically. There’s a 
reason for this; people 
tend to get a little 
too impatient while 
waiting for their leg 
to recover. If you 
don’t do the work in 
physio, or you push 
yourself too hard 
too quickly, it is likely that you 
won’t be able to play your 
sport for longer. If that 
isn’t enough to 
deter you from 
immediately 
going back 
to play, then just 
picture how much 
longer you’ll be out if you re-
tear your ACL and have to go through 
surgery all over again.
On the other hand, if you’re 
anything like me and are an overly-
cautious person when recovering from 
injuries or illnesses, once your doctor 
and physio therapist give you the go 
ahead to return to sport, trust them. I 
took a full year longer than my doctor’s 
recommendations to play a pickup 
basketball game because I was terrified 
that I would injure myself again. It will 
take time and going against your most 
basic instincts to trust your leg again, 
but at some point, you need to just try 
it out. If it feels like you’re pushing it 
too far, you can always stop, but at least 
you’ll know your real limits rather than 
the ones you think you have.
Finally, if you feel like your mental 
health is suffering because of the injury, 
make sure you talk to someone about 
it, and remember that you aren’t alone. 
There are tons of people who have had 
this injury and it does not mean that 
your life will be impacted forever. 
The Royals may have only played one game over the weekend, but it was 
a big one for the team. The squad faced 
off against the CBC Bearcats, who were 
hungry for their first win. Unknown to 
many of the players on the court, one 
particular player was on the verge of 
something very special. 
It didn’t take long for the Royals 
to get the lead once the game started. 
Twenty points into the first quarter 
ensured them a hefty seven-point lead. A 
strong 21-point follow-up gave the Royals 
a 14-point lead headed into halftime, 
41-27. The second half saw the Bearcats 
put in a strong effort to come back, but 
the Royals were just on another level. 
The Bearcats put down 35 in the second, 
but couldn’t match the Royals scoring 
prowess. 
At the end of four quarters, it 
was 84-62 in favour of the Royals. 
It was a strong team effort from the 
Royals. Kameron Johnson and Noah 
DeRappaard-Yuswack finished with 10 
points each. Reese Morris had 14, but no 
one was even close to Grant Campbell, 
who led his squad with 31 points. 
The 31 points by itself was special, 
but these 31 in particular meant 
something big for Campbell and the 
Royals. His score took his PACWEST 
career total to 1,282 points, the most in 
PACWEST history. In other words, with 
his 31-point performance, Campbell 
became the all-time leading scorer in the 
PACWEST, a career feat reserved for the 
best of best. 
His legacy as a Royal and a 
PACWEST great will forever be solidified 
thanks to his five years of consistent 
excellence. That makes the win over the 
Bearcats, and in particular, 31 points, so 
much more special. The Royals remain 
in second place with a record of 4-1, two 
wins behind the league leading 6-0 VIU 
Mariners.
The road to recovery
The Captain
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Return to sport after injury
öö Royals men’s basketball finishes 
with special accomplishment
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Unknown to many of the players on the 
court, one particular player was on the 
verge of something very special. “
Bruce Lee: The Dragon Lives On
November 27 would have been Bruce 
Lee’s 77th birthday, and next month 
marks the 45th anniversary of the 
release of his classic film, Return of the 
Dragon, in Hong Kong. The movie was 
famous for its climactic final fight scene 
between Lee and Chuck Norris at the 
Colosseum in Rome, Italy. After minor 
roles in Hollywood films along with 
playing Kato in the 1966 TV series, The 
Green Hornet, Lee was finding 
it difficult to land major 
roles in Hollywood that 
were suited for Asian-
American actors. 
Lee would later be 
asked if racism played a 
factor in him not being 
able to obtain better 
roles in Hollywood. He 
was introspective and 
diplomatic as he told noted 
Canadian author, Pierre 
Berton, in a December 1971 
television interview, “They 
think that business-wise it’s a 
risk, and I don’t blame them,” Lee 
said. “I mean, it’s the same way in 
Hong Kong, if a foreigner came in 
and became a star, if I was the man 
with the money, I probably would 
have my own worries of whether 
the acceptance would be there. But 
that’s all right because if you honestly 
express yourself, it doesn’t matter.”
But Lee was determined and not 
willing to give up on his dream of 
becoming a movie star and so he 
persevered, leaving Hollywood in 
1971 to fly overseas to Hong Kong 
where he filmed Fists of Fury, The 
Chinese Connection, and Return of 
the Dragon. Lee became a superstar 
and was basically the Elvis Presley of 
Hong Kong. But Lee was very self-
aware and introspective regarding his 
rise to stardom and all the attention 
that came with it, telling Pierre 
Berton once again during the same 
December 1971 television interview, 
“The word ‘superstar’ really turns 
me off, and I’ll tell you why, because 
the word ‘star’ is an illusion; it is 
something that the public calls you.” 
As Lee’s fame continued to 
rise, Hollywood eventually took 
notice and Lee would finally get his 
big break in Enter the Dragon, his 
first starring role in a big-budget 
Hollywood film. But sadly, he would 
not live to see its release as Lee died 
in Hong Kong on July 20, 1973 at 
the age of 32 of cerebral edema, 
one month before Enter the Dragon 
was released in the United States.  
In Return of the Dragon, Bruce 
Lee showed his versatile 
talents on-screen 
and off-screen, as he 
starred in the film 
but he also wrote, 
produced, and 
directed it as 
well. The plot was 
pretty simple and 
predictable. 
Lee is in 
Rome visiting his 
relatives’ restaurant, 
which has been 
infiltrated by Italian 
gangsters who want 
Lee’s relatives to 
sell the restaurant 
by using threats 
and intimidation. 
The film contains 
many incredibly-
choreographed 
fights that 
show off Bruce 
Lee’s skills and 
expertise as a 
martial artist. 
It also contains 
some slapstick with 
Lee’s character playing a naïve and 
unsophisticated country bumpkin, 
and evidence of this is shown 
during a scene where an attractive 
Italian prostitute (played by Malisa 
Longo) flirts with Lee, winking at 
him. He is very awkward and shy, 
looking back at her reluctantly and 
then giving a very amusing and 
uncomfortable wink back at her.       
Bob Wall is the co-founder and 
CEO of World Black Belt, Inc., a martial 
arts organization and a former World 
Pro Karate Champion. He played one 
of the villains in Return of the Dragon. 
Now 78, Wall recalls what it was like 
working with the legendary Lee. 
“[I just remember] how hard he 
worked, how talented he was in setting 
up and shooting fight scenes and how 
much fun and kind he was!” Wall 
said in an interview with the Other 
Press. “Plus, he inspired me to learn 
Cantonese, which is a blessing.” 
Wall has nothing but great 
memories about the filming, which 
was shot on location in Rome, Italy. 
“When Chuck Norris and I flew in, 
Bruce was shooting our actual arrival 
to save money for the film’s budget,” 
Wall said. “[I also remember] the 
many great training sessions, great 
conversations during meals and 
also Bruce’s determination to shoot 
[the key] scenes in the Colosseum 
for effect and authenticity.” 
Wall said he remembers Lee 
as a person who didn’t come 
across as arrogant but instead as a 
genuine person who loved what he 
was doing (acting and martial arts). 
“Bruce Lee was a brilliant, kind, 
intense, charming, talented, funny, 
charismatic man who worked 
hard, trained intensely and wanted 
your input,” Wall said. “Bruce was 
just plain fun to be around.”
John Derbyshire, 72, is a writer and 
political commentator. He was another 
person involved with Return of the 
Dragon. He had a bit part as one of the 
gangsters. Derbyshire was 27 years 
old at the time and he also has fond 
memories of working with Bruce Lee. 
“I was down and out in Hong 
Kong in the summer of 1972 when 
the movie’s casting director was 
looking for some suitably thuggish 
By Brandon Yip
unemployed Westerners as extras,” 
Derbyshire told the Other Press in an 
interview. Derbyshire remembers Lee 
being a paragon of perfectionism. 
“He wanted to get those fight 
scenes exactly right,” Derbyshire said. 
“The quantity of standing around 
waiting that goes into making a two-
minute fight scene… [I also remember] 
watching Bruce filling the tedium 
by doing two-finger pushups.” 
Derbyshire remembers 
Lee as genuine and 
does not recall any 
hint of snobbery or 
arrogance from Lee 
while the cameras 
were on or off. 
“He was like 
Burt Reynolds, 
who once told 
an interviewer, 
‘I may not be the world’s 
greatest actor, but I’m the 
world’s greatest Burt 
Reynolds.’ Bruce Lee 
was the world’s 
greatest Bruce Lee, 
the same guy off-
screen as on, so 
far as I could tell.” 
Another actor 
who worked with 
Bruce Lee was John 
Saxon. He did not 
appear in Return of the 
Dragon but later co-
starred with Lee in Enter 
the Dragon. Saxon, 
now 82, played 
the character 
of Roper and 
has great 
memories of 
working with Lee. 
“From our first 
meeting, 
we were talking about books, 
techniques, and masters we had 
studied with,” Saxon said in an interview 
with the Other Press. “His focus was 
laser sharp while filming. He had great 
presence on and off the screen. He 
was a generous man with his humour 
and acknowledging people who called 
and waved to him on the street.” 
Saxon, when asked what the 
biggest misconception was about 
Lee, replied, “You mean like he was 
human? [He had] emotional and 
physical concerns like everyone else.”  
In May 2017, Return of the Dragon 
got the royal 
treatment when the film was 
released on Blu-ray as a special 
Collector’s Edition. Some of the 
special features include a new 4K 
scan and restoration, new Japanese 
opening and closing credits, an 
alternate final fight music cue, a 
trailer gallery and audio commentary 
with Asian Film Expert, Mike Leeder. 
In addition, the disc contains 
interviews with Sammo Hung, Simon 
Yam and Wong Jing and another 
feature called, “Kung Fu? Jon Benn 
Remembers ‘Return Of The Dragon.’” 
As the 45th anniversary of the 
release of the film Return of the Dragon 
approaches, Bruce Lee’s popularity 
has not diminished. He is a global icon 
recognized all over the world and his 
films are being rediscovered by each 
passing generation. His philosophy 
of martial arts called Jeet Kune Do 
is revered and practiced by many 
martial arts schools. UFC president, 
Dana White, said Bruce Lee is 
the “father of mixed martial 
arts.” Rapper LL Cool J says 
Lee had a big influence 
on him wanting to 
become an actor. 
Former NBA star, 
Kobe Bryant, 
has stated Lee’s 
philosophies 
of Jeet Kune 
Do inspired 
“Mamba 
Mentality.” 
Lee 
was also 
influential 
in making 
the martial 
arts genre 
popular in 
Hollywood 
films and he 
helped open 
the doors for 
later Hollywood 
action stars 
such as Jean-
Claude Van 
Damme, Steven 
Seagal, and 
Chuck Norris. 
Bruce Lee achieved so 
much in his short 32 years on earth 
and perhaps John Saxon says it best 
as to why Lee’s life story continues to 
be inspiring to so many people today: 
“Bruce was a goal setter. His legacy 
was that he had set a goal for himself 
[and he ultimately achieved it].”
sports // no. 14 theotherpress.ca
Ending on a high
öö Royals women’s basketball bounce back
After a tough second week, the Royals women’s basketball team faced the 
tough challenge of bouncing back from 
a pair of hard losses. They faced the CBC 
Bearcats, and the dreaded Capilano Blues. 
The Bearcats were supposed to be the 
easier of the two games, but the Bearcats 
played well, and challenged the Royals. A 
tight first half saw the Royals escaping with 
only a seven-point lead. Needing to turn 
on the jets to brush past the Bearcats, the 
Royals found it was much more difficult 
to beat the CBC squad this year than it 
was last year. However, at the end of four 
quarters, the Royals managed to pull out a 
comfortable win, 62-49. 
Simran Bir had a great game for the 
Royals, scoring 15 from the bench. Rachel 
Beauchamp had 12 points, and Jessica 
Castillo had 11 on the night. Nanaya Miki 
almost picked up another double-double 
as she grabbed 10 rebounds but only scored 
nine. 
However, that was just a warm-up for the 
main event. The Capilano Blues and the 
Royals battled for gold last year, and this 
year was their first time meeting since that 
fateful day. As one would expect, the game 
saw fireworks fly from the very start. A 22-
19 first quarter in favour of the Royals set 
the pace before a slow second showed both 
squads’ talents on and off the ball. At the 
end of two, the Royals led 32-28. 
Although the first half was tight, the third 
quarter was a blowout. The Royals stepped 
on the gas and never looked back, scoring 
23 on the quarter while keeping the Blues to 
12. All that was left was to play defence to see 
the game out. Try as they might, the Blues 
just couldn’t solve the Royals. 71-53 in favour 
of the Royals makes the game look easy, but 
it was anything but that. The Royals simply 
kept the Blues big scorers off the ball, and 
took losses where they needed to. 
On the other hand, the Royals scorers had a 
field day. Nanaya Miki picked up a double-
double, scoring a team leading 14 and 
picking up 12 rebounds. Sarah Jorgenson 
and Rachel Beauchamp both had 10 points 
and seven rebounds. Sara Kurath dropped 11 
points and played a huge shut down role for 
the Royals. 
The pair of wins is the highlight for the 
Royals as they head into the winter break. 
With the first third of the season over, the 
Royals are looking strong, but not as good 
as they looked last year. However, much like 
last year, expect them to come back from the 
break stronger than ever.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
As the volleyball season comes to its Christmas break, the Royals 
women’s volleyball team find themselves 
sitting at the top of the PACWEST, 
and consequently, the top of the West. 
The team is ranked second in the 
CCAA, an achievement of monumental 
significance for a program that hadn’t 
won a playoff game in years. Much 
like their position in the PACWEST, 
the Royals share the spotlight with 
their rivals, the VIU Mariners, who 
sit one spot below them at third. 
Both teams have 10-2 records in 
the PACWEST, good enough to tie for 
first. However, the Royals have the edge 
according to PACWEST sorting rules, 
and will enter the break in the first 
place position. Having played the first 
of two round-robins in league plays, the 
Royals can be confident in their ability. 
They’ve beaten every team in 
the league at least once, so no team is 
undefeatable for them. They’ve only lost to 
the Capilano Blues, and the VIU Mariners. 
The Blues loss was at the beginning of 
the season, away from home, which is 
understandable. Losing is a vital part of 
the learning process. The other team the 
Royals lost to is the Mariners in a game 
that saw an epic five-set series on home 
court that could have gone either way.  
But it’s not just the wins that matter. 
It’s the way you win, and the Royals have 
shown time and time again that they are 
just ahead of the rest of their opponents. 
The team has an impressive set record of 
32-16. More often than not, the Royals take 
the match with a convincing 3-1 score. 
This has much to do with head coach Jeff 
Ross’ willingness to experiment and give 
chances in his lineup. However, when 
work needs to be done, Ross has shown 
that he knows who to send onto the court. 
The Royals heavy-swinging offence 
has gotten the job done so far, and 
it shows on the boards. Three of the 
top five kill leaders are Royals. Caet 
McCorkell has taken the PACWEST by 
storm. The Royals rookie is third in the 
league for kills, punching in 156 at the 
split. She’s also the most consistent, 
ranking third in the PACWEST for 
kills per set with 3.32 kills. Her hitting 
percentage of .261 makes her the fifth 
most efficient hitter in the league as well. 
Vicki Schley has a solid 120 kills, 
which is good enough for fourth in the 
league. Vania Oliveira has looked good in 
her sophomore year on the court, and her 
numbers show it. With 111 kills, fifth most 
in the PACWEST, Vania has definitely 
swung less this year. But she’s swung 
smarter, picking of a hitting percentage 
of .300, third best in the PACWEST. 
Defensively, Claudia Corneil has 
been a rock for the Royals, and the best 
libero in the PACWEST. Her 187 digs is 
the PACWEST’s best, and her 3.90 digs 
per set is the second highest. On the 
frontline, Kendra Potskin and Olivia 
Cesaretti has been fighting the good 
fight. Potskin’s 27 blocks is the fourth 
highest, but her 0.64 blocks per set has 
her as the second most consistent blocker. 
Olivia Cesaretti has been a standout 
this year in the middle position. Her 
28 blocks has her tied for second most 
in the PACWEST, and her 0.58 blocks 
per set is fourth best in the league. 
In terms of setters, the Royals have 
played with two this season. Abby Mitro 
has seen more time on the court than 
last year, but Jane Kepler remains the 
Royals go-to setter. Her 284 assists, and 
6.93 assists per set have her planted 
firmly as fourth best in the PACWEST. 
Overall, impressive statistics from 
the Royals tells us that they are a team 
that can do it all. As they head into the 
midseason break, the focus will likely 
be on building upon the foundation 
they have from their excellent start. It’s 
likely as the season goes on, we’ll see 
Jeff Ross begin narrowing the roster and 
having the team play cleaner, smarter, 
and stronger volleyball. If this is just a 
preview, it’ll be frightening to see what 
the team can be like if they get into end-
of-season form. Look forward to this 
Royals squad making a deep run this year.
The best in the west
öö Royals women’s volleyball flying high at midseason
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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 O Natural deodorant
 O Magic: The Gathering’s new parody set is 
one of their best yet
 O Beauty on a budget: Mariposa Matte Lip 
Stain
And more!
The holiday season is upon us once again, sweeping in with overly-
cheery music and depositing fake snow 
on all the storefronts. The season brings 
with it joy, finals, family gatherings, 
and gift shopping, which all combine 
to turn the most wonderful time of 
the year into a big old ball of stress-
inducing events, especially if you 
happen to be on the introverted side 
of things. Wouldn’t it be nice if you 
could get a few things out of the way 
early on? Here are a few of the reasons 
that shopping early is a good idea.
You won’t be rushed
Being halfway through December—or 
worse, a week before Christmas—
without having any shopping done 
sucks. I’ve been there, and it’s not a 
great place to be. You still have to find 
things for everyone, but now you’re 
not able to take the time to find really 
good things. Shopping early means you 
can put more thought into your gifts.
There are no crowds
The majority of people, in my 
experience, tend to put off their 
shopping until later. This means 
that when I’m walking through 
malls in November, there’s almost 
nobody around. Just another day 
for the fine folks in retail. It’s a 
far cry from the packed stores of 
December, which means you have 
get to deal with the smallest possible 
number of other shoppers.
You can order online with confidence
December is the busiest month of 
the year for the postal service, hands 
down. The sheer volume of packages 
the workers have to get through 
sorting can cause significant delays in 
shipping. If you’re the sort of person 
that likes to shop online and skip the 
crowds that way, you still need to 
leave time for delivery. Many places 
will list the date you need to order by 
to guarantee your package gets to you 
before Christmas. Ordering before 
that day means you don’t have to worry 
about being left empty handed.
All the sales start early
This is something of a con for the 
season, but it can work to your 
advantage. Lots of stores send out 
their Christmas flyers and start 
their sales in November. Shopping 
in November means you still get a 
good deal, and you don’t arrive at the 
store to find the best stuff sold out. 
Peace of mind
With all the shopping over and done 
with, you can focus on other things. 
Finals are coming, and it’s nice to be 
able to go into them without worrying 
what to buy your mom this year. Even 
if you’ve got a short list of people to 
buy for, knowing you don’t need to 
worry about it anymore is great.
The benefits of doing Christmas 
shopping early
öö Why you, too, should just get it over with in November
Duncan Fingarson
Senior Columnist
öö Four festive refreshments to make your season bright
Tis the season to drink and be merry—but with temperatures at unseasonable 
highs, perhaps your taste buds are seeking 
something lighter and cooler than the typical 
holiday mulled wine. Since the holidays 
and the end of semester are approaching, 
it’s time to celebrate! So why not sparkle 
and shine with some of these classic 
sparkling wine cocktails, with a holiday 
twist. They’re delicious, make a statement, 
and best of all, are very easy to make.
Holidaze Mimosa
So you’ve had a mimosa, but have you 
had a festive mimosa? This tart and 
sweet beverage is ruby red, refreshing, 
and the citrus makes it appropriate for 
breakfast. Go for a sweeter sparkling wine 
to offset the cranberry juice. I recommend 
Lamarca Prosecco ($17.99 BC Liquor).
Fill champagne flutes half full 
with cranberry cocktail
Top with an off-dry prosecco
Garnish with an orange twist
Santa’s French 75
A French 75 is a classic French champagne 
cocktail. It is typically made with gin, lemon 
juice, and champagne— for a holiday-friendly 
twist, try this version with orange and brandy, 
and for a budget friendly-twist, use prosecco 
instead of champagne. Pick a sweeter or less 
sweet prosecco, depending on your taste.
Add ice, 2 oz cognac, 2 tsp 
sugar, and 2 tbsp fresh-squeezed 
orange juice to a shaker.
Shake for 15 seconds
Add to champagne f lutes and 
top with sparkling wine
Stir gently and garnish 
with an orange twist
“Naughty List” Kir Royale
A Kir Royale is a deliciously simple 
and simply delicious sparkling wine 
drink, usually enjoyed in the summer. 
However, I think they should be 
enjoyed year-round. I recommend 
buying a dry cava for this beverage. 
Cava is a type of sparkling wine 
from Spain—a popular brand is 
Freixenet ($15.49 BC Liquor).
Add 1 tablespoon of cassis 
(black current liqueur) to 
a champagne f lute 
Top with cava
Garnish with fresh cranberries 
for a holiday look!
Festive Pimm’s Fizz
Pimm’s No. 1 Cup ($24.79 BC Liquor) is 
a gin-based spirit from the U.K. whose 
true ingredients remain a mystery (or 
just the company’s trademark). It is 
bittersweet and citrusy, with a definite 
gin f lavour. The great thing about 
Pimm’s is that you can make it in a 
single cocktail or into a punch bowl 
for the whole party to share. You can 
also mix up whatever fruit you put in 
it. I’ve given the recipe in parts, so you 
can scale it up or down for however 
much Pimm’s Fizz you want to make!
Mix 2 parts Pimm’s in a 
punch bowl or glass
Add 3 parts lemonade
Add 1 part sparkling wine
Add sliced oranges and 
fresh cranberries, or 
whatever fruit you want!
I hope you and your guests enjoy these 
delicious sparkling wine cocktails! 
Mixing drinks is a fun way to be the 
highlight of a party, so don’t be afraid to 
modify these recipes and get creative.
Sparkle with these bubbly cocktails!
Sophie Isbister
Columnist
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Natural deodorant
With the ever-growing push for natural products in the beauty 
industry, deodorant and antiperspirants 
have also joined the ranks of the natural 
beauty movement. It can be daunting 
to make the switch from chemically-
filled pit-sticks to natural deodorants, 
just because you might wonder if 
natural products are strong enough 
to prevent you from smelling like you 
fear showers—instead of like flowers. 
No one wants to sing a song about how 
their body odor caused them to lose 
friends the way Pumba from The Lion 
King did. That’s exactly why I decided 
to provide a list of products that work 
and those that failed to hit their mark.
Before getting started, it’s worth 
noting that if you genuinely want to 
make the switch to natural deodorant 
and were using antiperspirants regularly 
beforehand, you may need to let your 
body flush out all of the gunk that 
antiperspirants have stopped you from 
sweating out. The process takes some 
people up to two weeks until they 
find that natural deodorants start to 
work. Antiperspirants block your sweat 
ducts, and therefore releasing years of 
built-up body excretion within a short 
span of time may cause you to smell 
particularly rank, but it’s all a matter of 
giving your body that time to adapt.
Also, natural products will not 
prevent you from sweating. They’re 
created to prevent stench while allowing 
your body to naturally flush out toxins 
from its system. It may be shocking 
how much you sweat on a regular basis 
without antiperspirants, but I remain 
skeptical that it can be good for your 
body to hold all those toxins in regularly. 
The first deodorant I tried was from 
the band Jāsön. I tried 
out their soothing aloe 
vera deodorant stick, 
along with their 
apricot stick. I 
immediately felt 
as if I made a 
mistake trying 
this one out 
because not only 
did I noticeably 
smell worse, but 
it felt like I took 
a glue stick 
and rubbed 
it all over my 
armpits. I’m 
not exactly 
sure what 
caused this to 
occur. Every 
time I raised 
and lowered my 
arms I felt like I 
had to pry them 
apart. Overall, both 
sticks I tried from this 
brand were a hard pass. 
Tom’s deodorant 
ultimately had the exact same 
results as the Jāsön products, only 
a little less sticky and a little smellier.
The next one I tried was from Saje. 
I tried out their crystal deodorant 
stick and found that it worked 
extremely well. All you have 
to do is add warm water 
to the stick and 
apply it to your 
armpits for 
thea 
magic to happen. 
What’s wonderful 
about this product is 
that it feels like you 
don’t have anything on, 
because it’s ultimately 
a salt stick that has 
antibacterial agents 
to prevent bad smells. 
Although this stick was 
pretty costl ($10), the 
product itself lasts 
a ridiculously long 
time, as a little 
goes a long way. 
The final brand, and 
one of my favourite 
products that I tried, 
is the deodorant cream 
from Fat and the Moon. 
I purchased this from 
a tiny shop in New 
West called Good Omen 
on 6th Street. It has 
coconut oil, aluminum-
free baking soda, and a 
bunch of other natural 
ingredients that are 
body-safe and that give 
it a light, citrusy smell. 
All you do is smooth a 
little onto your pits and 
you’re good to go. Not only 
does this product work at 
preventing stench, you never 
need to worry about having any 
residue left on your dark clothes 
or staining your white shirts yellow 
because it is aluminum-free.
öö Those that worked, and those that were the pits
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @selimamumani
EXTRA! EXTRA! 
The Other Press is having their 
Annual General Meeting. We will be 
voting in a new Board of Directors, 
and going over the last year of the 
OP. Come for the meeting, stay for 
the FREE pizza! 
Who: The Other Press and You! 
What: Our Annual General Meeting 
When: Monday, December 4th at 6:30 pm 
Where: New Westminster Campus, Room S1714 
Why: The review the past year, make any 
changes to our constitution, and vote in our 
new Board of Directors! Also, Pizza! 
If you have any questions, please 
email editor@theotherpress.ca
Illustration by Cara Seccafien
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Magic: The 
Gathering’s new 
parody set is one 
of their best yet
Every couple of years, Magic: The Gathering releases a joke set filled 
with game-breaking cards and hilarious 
concepts. These sets are always banned 
from any actual official games to prevent 
them wreaking havoc on the carefully-
balanced meta. It started with “Unglued” 
in 1998, followed by “Unhinged” in 2004, 
and at long last, “Unstable” was released 
December 8. These “Un”-sets are staples 
of the Magic community, an opportunity 
for the creators to experiment and 
make fun of themselves. “Unstable” 
continues that noble tradition with 
an amazingly bizarre bunch of cards, 
and exceeds its predecessors by also 
having some brilliant and innovative 
mechanics. Magic’s parent company, 
Wizards of the Coast, got to experiment 
and get weird with the format, and 
they didn’t hold anything back.
The aesthetic of “Unstable” is 
“steampunk science gone mad.” Crazed 
cyborgs, dastardly super villains, and 
film noir-style spies who are terrible at 
their jobs are the central factions with 
a ton of associated abilities. This is very 
much meant to mirror the style of the 
latest competitive set, “Ixalan.” There is 
also the glorious return of “contraptions,” 
which started as a potential future 
mechanic teased way back in 2007 with 
the set “Future Sight.” It’s been so long 
since “contraptions” were mentioned, 
it became an in-joke in the community, 
and so a perfect choice for an “Un”-
set. They introduce some surprisingly 
sophisticated abilities—for example: 
“The Grand Calcutron” functions 
as a primitive ticker-tape computer 
with stacks of cards as programs.
The interesting mechanics are 
what separate “Unstable” from both 
other “Un”-sets, and other Magic sets in 
general. It’s incredibly creative and fun. 
There are cards that penalize you for not 
complimenting an opponent, reward you 
for receiving a high-five from a nearby 
stranger, activate effects when you throw 
the card from three feet away, and so 
on. Most of them could never function 
in a serious Magic game, but that’s 
what makes this “Un”-set so special. 
Whenever I used to go into a Dollarama, I would check the makeup section 
for drugstore products that aren’t selling. 
Usually there wasn’t much, but you could 
still score something fun for two or three 
bucks if you were lucky. However, over the 
last while those random, unwanted finds 
have been steadily replaced by the brand 
Mariposa. I’ve always had an aversion to 
dollar store make up, but “it’s so cheap it 
can’t be good” feels like it goes against this 
whole column, so I finally took a chance 
on it. I grabbed four Mariposa liquid 
lipsticks at $1.50 each, and took them 
home—fully expecting to be disappointed.
The lip stain claims to have a matte 
finish and be 24-hour long wear with all 
day comfort, so I decided to really put 
them to work and do a full day test wearing 
a bright coral. I put it on at nine in the 
morning with no trouble—it was incredibly 
pigmented like most other liquid lipsticks, 
and very easy to apply. The formula also 
quickly dried to the promised matte finish.
To start the day, I ate a bagel for 
breakfast, with no residue coming off on 
it or on my face. I had multiple drinks 
throughout the day, including a hot 
chocolate from Tim Horton’s, with, again, 
perfect lips by the end of it. I’m sure I drove 
a couple people crazy going “I just ate 
something how do my lips look” but they 
always looked great. For dinner, I had hot 
tea and a bunch of sushi and again, it was 
fine. I got home at ten with my lips looking 
mostly good with just the smallest signs 
of wear, which is the first time I haven’t 
had to reapply throughout the day in a 
long time, even with high-end products. I 
tried this again the next day with a bright 
red colour, but ate a hot dog for lunch and 
teriyaki for dinner, so by the end of the 
night the inner ring of my lips had started 
to wear off. I can’t expect it to be magic, 
I guess, but it still overperformed (and I 
got some compliments on this shade!).
There are only two downsides to this 
product. First, if you want something 
that you can’t feel on your lips, this isn’t 
it. I’ve gotten used to it after spending the 
week wearing various colours, but during 
my first application I definitely noticed 
the product, and for the first bit your lips 
feel a little sticky. They never get dry or 
very uncomfortable, though, even with it 
on all day. Second, the colours are really 
confusing. I bought it in four colours, and 
I’ll describe them how the box shows: Angel, 
a light brown nude; Miss Paris, a bright 
blue-toned purple; Lollipop, a deep coral; 
and a dark but vivid red whose packaging 
I tragically lost, never to know its name. 
The tube for Angel doesn’t even match the 
box art for it, and the tubes for the other 
three do match the box but vary from the 
final product. Miss Paris, especially, looks 
like a bright pink instead of the purple 
I wanted. So the colours are a complete 
crap shoot, but the price is so low that if 
you do get unlucky and dislike the actual 
colour, you can just get another one. 
If you like liquid lipsticks, you 
are doing yourself a disservice if you 
don’t run out and grab some, even as 
gifts. At $1.50, these cost less than a 
value menu burger at McDonalds.
Beauty on a budget: 
Mariposa Matte 
Lip Stain
öö This Dollarama-bought liquid lipstick 
is way better than it should be
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
öö ‘Unstable’ is crazy, creative, and bold
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Photos by Lauren Kelly
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 O Douglas College should Spread the Net
 O Stop saying you are in a relationship when 
the answer is just “no”
 O Stop romanticizing murderers
And more!
What’s in a word? We might not always give our choice in words much 
consideration, but our language tends to 
shape the world around us.
In preparation for teaching a grade 
three class about occupations, I browsed 
through Google images and printed out 
some job flashcards. It wasn’t until later, 
when I was prepping the flashcards, that I 
realized how biased educational resources 
can be.
Out of 30 flashcards, almost half 
of them used gender-specific language, 
such as policeman, fireman, postman, 
and businessman. A couple of them were 
simply gender-specific on their own, like 
waiter. You could probably guess that the 
overwhelmingly majority of flashcards had 
men in the roles. “Teacher” and “Nurse” were 
the only jobs that were consistently female 
across the sets I’d printed out—but I’ll get to 
that a bit later.
How do you think the eight girls in my 
class would feel to have most occupations we 
learn about be represented, both textually 
and visually, as male-only jobs? Sure, there’s 
a chance they don’t register the bias; there’s a 
chance they will continue thinking they can 
pursue whatever career they want; but there’s 
also a chance that they do internalize what 
they’re seeing and reading. 
Nobody’s going to be 100 per cent 
perfect when it comes to using gender 
neutral terms, and I’m not asking you to be, 
but I can ask you to start taking small steps, 
like having an awareness about your word 
choices, or doing a bit of research on what 
some alternatives are. 
For example, later the same day I taught 
my occupations lesson, I was describing 
overfishing to the students and I used the 
term “fisherman.” Imagine my near-tears-
of-joy when one student furrowed her brow 
and said, “Mr. Gibb, you just said fisherman!” 
I was filled with a combination of pride 
and uncertainty, as I was simultaneously 
proud that my lesson had stuck with them, 
but left unsure about what term to use. 
Fisherpeople? Fisherfolk?
Oddly enough, it’s humbling when 
students ask a question I don’t know the 
answer to. Later, I searched it up on the 
computer, and what do you know; “fisher” 
is a term used for a person who catches fish, 
either for their livelihood or recreationally. 
If it’s good enough for Merriam-Webster, it’s 
good enough for me.
While not directly related to gendered 
job titles, the stereotypes around which 
occupations are predominantly male or 
female can also be frustrating. Nurses and 
doctors are probably the biggest examples, 
in that most teaching resources I’ve 
encountered depict nurses as women and 
doctors as men.
In the United States, about 91 per cent 
of registered nurses are women, while about 
65 per cent of physicians are men. Both fields 
are dominated by a different sex, but that in 
no way means we should perpetuate that. 
If anything, we need to be more diligent in 
telling children that they can pursue any 
career, regardless of that field’s current 
gender composition. 
Children are walking, talking, often 
runny-nosed sponges, eager to soak up any 
knowledge they can get their hands on. 
They’re constantly learning from listening, 
observing, and eventually by doing. If kids 
grow up using terms that exclude their 
gender, the gender gaps that already exist will 
continue to grow, and future adults might 
miss out on a career they love simply because 
they grew up thinking it was meant for 
someone else.
öö We need to promote equal career opportunities by using gender-neutral language
Drop the “-man,” man
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Being interested in murderers is nothing new. A lot of people are interested 
in true crime documentaries and serial 
killers’ biographies, and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. Most murderers may 
have tragic backgrounds or a history of 
mental illness that they could never cope 
or get help with, so it’s normal to try to 
understand why they did it or even feel 
bad for them in some instances—but 
still condemn them for their crimes. 
It’s in human nature to try to 
understand why someone would do 
what they did, especially when it comes 
to something so violent and aggressive 
as murder. However, there is a very fine 
line between being interested and being 
obsessed with the people who commit such 
atrocities. Sometimes, these obsessions 
toe in the waters of romanticizing, or 
even fetishizing, murderers and serial 
killers, which is, quite frankly, fucked up. 
With the recent death of Charles 
Manson, I’ve noticed an influx of people 
posting about his death with “R.I.P.” and 
“what a tragic life he lived.” Yes, it was 
tragic, up until the point where he ordered 
his followers to murder people—namely, 
a pregnant Sharon Tate and her unborn 
baby. That’s when his tragic backstory stops 
becoming an excuse. There are plenty of 
people who have a troubled past and don’t 
murder people, why don’t we acknowledge 
their deaths in the same regard?
It’s a weird phenomenon when 
murderers are caught and gain a celebrity-
like status in the media, but such is the 
case with many killers. The fact that we 
remember the names of the people who 
commit these crimes and not the names 
of the victims speaks volumes about how 
our society regards murderers. What’s 
even weirder is when people perpetuate 
this status, going as far as sending fan-
mail to the murderers in jail, dedicating 
their social media blogs to them, or 
even calling them “hot,” or “cute.”
There is nothing cute about posting 
videos or photos of the crime scenes, 
or the murderers out of some sort of 
fascination or obsession. It’s disrespectful 
to the victim’s families and friends to 
romanticize these people. How do you 
think they would feel if the person who 
murdered a member of their family was 
being called “hot,” or “misunderstood?” 
They are not misunderstood or 
tragic figures, they are killers.
öö There is nothing cute about murder
Stop romanticizing murderers
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
There is a very fine line between being 
interested and being obsessed”
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Colleges are nothing without students. 
When Ontario colleges and the 
union representing college instructors 
began a bitter collective-bargaining 
dispute this fall, the students had 
most of the leverage because both 
the colleges and the instructors need 
them. The students could have heavily 
influenced—or even decided—the 
outcome of that dispute. They could 
have stood up for the worthy cause 
their instructors fought for. Instead, 
the students sat back and allowed the 
Ontario government to pass back-
to-work legislation that crippled the 
instructors’ bargaining power.
Instructors were striking—in 
part—to reduce problematic part-time 
employment contracts. RM Kennedy, 
chair of the OPSEU college faculty 
division, said the union is fighting to 
reduce unstable contract employment 
for instructors, according to a CBC 
News report published October 30. 
He said 75 per cent of Ontario college 
instructors are precariously employed.
“That’s simply not viable, it’s not 
feasible,” Kennedy told CBC News. 
“There’s no operating model in the world 
that can operate a quality service and a 
quality product when 75 per cent of the 
workforce is on short-term contract.”
For years, professors across North 
America have been speaking out against 
increasing precarious employment, 
which causes stress and reduces 
education quality. Kimberly Hale, a 
part-time instructor at Wilfred Laurier 
University, had to re-apply for her job 
every semester for 16 years, according to 
a CBC News report published in 2014.
“I never imagined myself in this 
position,” she told CBC News. “Every 
four months I worry about how I’m 
going to put food on the table.”
The Ontario government 
used the well-being of students as 
justification for using legislation 
to end the strike. Deb Matthews, 
Ontario’s minister of advanced 
education, said in a government press 
release that students have “have 
borne the brunt” of the strike.
“After five weeks out of class, 
a significant number of students 
face the risk of not completing their 
academic studies if the strike were to 
continue,” Matthews said. “The public 
interest requires the government 
to take action to end the strike.”
If the government really cared 
about students’ well-being, they could 
have pressured the colleges to offer 
a fairer employment bargain to the 
instructors, which would have bolstered 
education quality in the province. 
Instead, the government chose to back 
the colleges (powerful institutions) and 
maintain the status quo (the raison 
d’être of white liberal governments). 
The students, being the justification 
for the whole thing, could have stopped 
it by saying “No, we don’t support 
this legislation. We want a fair deal 
for our instructors.” The students 
could have gone on strike themselves 
by refusing to return to class once 
the legislation had passed. Instead 
they allowed themselves to be used 
as pawns, providing another victory 
for penny-pinching bureaucrats who 
control Canadian institutions collecting 
large bonuses while the labourers of 
those institutions languish as wages 
stagnate and job security evaporates. 
Does this story sound familiar?
After 15 seasons, Rick Mercer Report will end this season. Mercer explained 
politics to Canadians in a fresh and 
memorable way. His show looks like a 
travel show more than a political comedy 
show because he does special reports on 
various aspects of Canadian culture. One 
of the features of his show is an initiative 
that he and Belinda Stronach created 
in association with Plan International 
called Spread the Net. In the challenge, 
various schools raise money to reduce the 
spread of malaria in affected countries 
around the world. The elementary, 
secondary, and post-secondary school 
that raises the most money will be 
seen in an episode of the show and 
Mercer will visit the winning schools.
The mosquito is the second deadliest 
animal in the world because they can 
spread diseases to other people, including 
malaria. They do this by the mosquito 
sucking up the virus from a person that 
has it and passing it to another person 
by biting the person and infecting them. 
While malaria is treatable, it is incredibly 
dangerous to pregnant women and young 
children. A way for someone to prevent 
getting malaria is by using a net that 
covers them. Hence, Spread the Net. 
One net costs $10 and it saves lives 
because it reduces the amount of malaria 
that is being spread by the mosquitos. The 
money that is raised in the challenge will 
be used to buy nets and teach everyone 
how to use them and how to prevent 
themselves from getting the disease. So 
far, Simon Fraser University and Langara 
College are the only post-secondary 
schools in the Lower Mainland to win the 
challenge. Langara College won the post-
secondary school section of the challenge 
last season raising $14,695. During 
Mercer’s visit to the college, he talked 
to the students and everyone that was 
in the college’s student union, Langara 
Student Union, which made it possible. 
Since the show will end this season, I 
believe Douglas College should participate 
in the challenge. We could raise the most 
money in the post-secondary school 
section of the challenge by the Douglas 
Student Union accepting donations, 
doing a bake sale, etc. The plays that 
are performed in the college could give 
proceeds from ticket sales towards the 
challenge; we could hold a benefit concert 
and the sports teams in the college could 
raise money for it as well. If we raise 
the most money, Mercer will visit the 
college and we can provide lots of nets 
for malaria prevention and education. 
If anyone in the college would like 
to do the Spread the Net challenge, feel 
free to ask me about it. You can contact 
me through the Other Press office.
Jake Wray
News Editor
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist 
öö Rick Mercer challenges schools to raise money for malaria prevention and education
Douglas College should Spread the Net
Photo of Chester Bennington Via Bleedingcool.com
öö Status quo prevails once again
Ontario college students 
abandoned their instructors
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We’ve all been there: You’re out for some drinks with friends, 
you’re keeping to yourselves, interested 
in catching up with people you haven’t 
seen in a while, and a stranger approaches 
you. You’re nice for a while, not wanting 
to immediately write this stranger off as 
a creep, but at some point, you realize 
the interaction has lasted long enough 
and you need to draw a line in the sand. 
You take the path of least resistance, 
using the “Oh sorry, I have a boyfriend/
girlfriend/S.O.” excuse. However, I’m here 
to tell you that—despite it seeming like 
the easiest exit plan—the oldest trick in 
the book does more harm than good. 
Let me first qualify that. If you 
are in a situation in which you feel 
threatened, and the person making 
advances towards you will only 
acknowledge your rejection by your 
claim of prior commitment, then do 
whatever you need to keep yourself 
safe. However, if you are in an 
environment which allows for a more 
heavy-handed rejection, then it is in 
your best interest to be forthright.
I can personally admit to using 
the ol’ boyfriend excuse countless 
times throughout my adult life, and it 
has definitely been the most effective 
way of getting some creepy dude off my 
back on a night out. One little white lie 
and poof—my would-be Casanova walks 
away, 
sometimes 
even with an 
apology. No harm, 
no foul. The problem with making up an 
imaginary partner as a 
means to an end is 
that the means 
doesn’t really 
justify the end. 
Yes, 
you’ve 
gotten rid 
of the person, 
but at what 
personal cost? 
Locating the 
reason for 
your rejection 
in anyone other 
than yourself 
totally erases 
your autonomy within the interaction. 
It suggests it is not you who is rejecting 
the person, but rather someone else and 
importance of your personal consent 
is ignored based on some imaginary 
person’s perceived authority over you. 
Within heterosexual relationships, this 
kind of thought process reinforces female 
subjectivity. It shows how the person 
approaching you respects the authority of 
a man he has never met (and, as far as he 
knows, may not even be real) more than 
the person standing right in front of them. 
I think a lot of people use this excuse 
because they believe the response they ‘d 
actually like to give is somehow rude. Yes, 
there are ways of going about being rude 
when saying “no.” Rejection is, however, 
a part of dating. Anyone who attempts 
to participate in it must accept that. 
Communication is, likewise, a part of 
dating, and it’s important to be frank about 
your feelings in all situations. You may 
not be dating the person who is hitting on 
you, but you owe it to yourself to practice 
openly communicating your discomfort 
and personal autonomy. When I began 
saying, “No, thanks, I’m not interested” 
instead of “No, sorry, I’ve got a boyfriend,” 
I found that I was more honest about 
my feelings in my actual relationships. 
Insisting on your personal autonomy 
emphasizes how relationships are between 
equals and how you are just as important 
an actor in one as the other person. 
Just remember, it’s not rude 
to say no—it’s necessary.
öö Just say no thanks
Stop saying you are in a relationship 
when the answer is just “no”
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
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Recently, I was driving home from Gateway SkyTrain station when 
I saw someone else’s life flash before 
my eyes. I was trying to turn left on a 
quiet street and double-checked that 
the street was clear multiple times 
before hitting the gas pedal. Just as I 
started to creep up slowly, a shadowy 
figure emerged from the darkness, 
almost causing me to hit them with 
my car. I couldn’t see this person at 
all, even though I checked more times 
that what is usually necessary.
I have been driving for three or 
so years, and, as both a driver and a 
pedestrian, I have been on both ends 
of dealing with dangerous drivers 
and careless pedestrians. One of my 
biggest pet peeves while driving at 
night, or whenever the sky is devoid 
of light, is when pedestrians cross 
streets wearing clothes that blend in 
with their surrounding environment. 
At that point, people should just go all-
out and dress in camouflage because 
drivers cannot see them either way. 
You could say that I need to look 
harder, or be more careful when turning 
right or left, but trust me, I do not think 
there’s a single person on this planet 
that fears hitting someone with their 
car more than I do. I’ve had two close 
calls since I’ve started driving and those 
streets and faces are burned into my 
brain every time I’m near those streets. 
When it is pitch black outside, or 5 p.m. 
during wintertime, please, I beg you, 
wear something that makes you visible 
to the people operating death wagons. 
I understand that black looks great 
on everyone, it really is a universally 
flattering shade to wear. I just don’t think 
that it will look that great stuck under 
my car as the red and blue lights roll in 
to save your life. If black is a must and 
there is absolutely no way you’ll switch 
to neon yellow or something along those 
lines, then at the very least, invest in 
some reflective arm wear. It could very 
well save your life, and my conscience.
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
öö Sincerely, A Concerned Driver
Don’t wear all black when it’s dark 
outside and you want to live
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Humour
Have an idea for a story? 
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Letter to the Editor: Cannibalism is fine
 O ‘The suburban ’90s moms were right,’ say 
Wizards of the Coast
 O Comics!
And more!
Columbia, Peru, and China have joined forces to protect a large 
portion of the Amazon rainforest by 
turning it into a stump sanctuary. 
“After years of heated debates and 
arguments, we have finally come to a 
decision that is beneficial to everyone,” 
stated Joan Acrida, head of “Project Stump.” 
“We really think this project was worth 
all the time and money we put into it. 
It’s just too bad we didn’t put more effort 
into trying to make up a better name.” 
The Amazon rainforest covers much 
of northwestern Brazil and extends into 
Colombia, Peru, and other South American 
countries. Project Stump will get rid of 
most of that and, in its place, create a 
safer, more family-friendly environment 
in the hopes of drawing in more tourism. 
“Something we hear over and over is 
that the Amazon rainforest is ‘unsafe,’ and 
no one wants to go in there because of all the 
‘dangerous bite-y things.’ Well, we hope by 
clearing all that weird stuff out we can make 
something everyone can really enjoy—I 
mean, who doesn’t like stumps? They’re 
safe, easy, and fun for the whole family!” 
Jackson Errik, head of the world’s 
largest paper company, “Leaf it to Us,” 
is reported to also be in support of this 
project, stating that “I believe a stump 
sanctuary is the best thing that can happen 
to that rainforest. The Amazon is filled 
with weird animals and environments 
I do not understand, nor do I care to 
learn about. It’s all super gross.” Errik has 
generously offered his tree removal and 
processing services to the project free of 
charge, stating that he will do anything 
to “make the project move faster.”
A concrete timeline for Project 
Stump is still being made, but the team 
is confident that the project will be done 
in two to five years. “You’d be surprised 
how easy it is to chop trees down and drive 
animals out of areas,” said Acrida. “Animals 
are dumb; all you need are a bunch of 
loud machines and they’re out of there.” 
Despite the vast benefits this 
sanctuary offers, some environmentalists 
state that it’s still not enough. 
“How do we know the Amazon stumps 
will actually be safe from loggers?” asked 
environmentalist, Alice Jackson. “They say 
they’re protected now, but will it actually be 
protected hundreds of years down the 
line? I think we should demand that they 
create a law promising the protection of 
these stumps for a thousand years.”
Although confused by the demand, 
Acrida has promised members of the 
concerned public that they will create a 
law promising the permanent safety of the 
stumps. “Whatever the public wants, really, 
it doesn’t matter to us. Stumps are stumps.” 
The public signing of the contract 
will take place at the end of the month.
Nations band together to create 
Amazon stump sanctuary
öö ‘We have finally created a project we can all get behind’
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor
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Ingredients:
One package of instant noodles
Salt (you own tears 
may be substituted)
One egg
Hold package of noodles. Deliberate 
for 40 minutes over whether or not 
you really want to cook the noodles or 
just crush them up and eat them dry. 
Eventually start to open noodles. 
Struggle with open the packaging 
due to the fact that you lost your 
scissors last week and never got 
around to finding them. Finally open 
package, allowing loose noodles 
to spill out onto the counter. 
Fill a pot with two inches of water. 
Place un-cracked egg in water. Ask Siri 
to set a timer for four minutes because 
that is how long Google said it would 
take to soft boil an egg. After asking five 
times, set the damn timer yourself.
On another element on your stove, 
boil some water in a sauce pan. Ensure 
you do not have the correct amount 
of water for the noodles. Too little 
or too much is fine, but be certain 
that it is the incorrect amount. 
Watch the water reach boiling 
temperature as you think about 
the pile of dirty laundry on your 
floor that you need to wash. Assure 
yourself that you can always buy more 
socks and underwear, and feel good 
about the fact that your favourite 
sweater doesn’t smell that bad yet.
Take egg out of boiling water after 
four minutes. Cool egg down quickly 
by placing it in a bowl of ice water. 
In your other pot of boiling water, 
pour in package of noodles. Painfully 
retrieve seasoning packet that fell in 
the boiling water with noodles. Set 
aside. Poke at noodles with a fork until 
they break apart and become limp. 
Pour in seasoning packet and adjust 
temperature to minimum. You don’t 
want your noodles and soup to get cold. 
Take egg out of cold water and 
use a teaspoon to crack and peel shell. 
Somehow find part where the egg white 
is still a little uncooked. Try to gently 
remove shell from this area and panic 
when it opens and drips liquid yolk. 
Panic and throw egg into the ramen.
Turn off heat and remove pot 
filled with overcooked noodles, 
broth, and liquid egg. 
Season your ramen with salt, or 
your tears caused by how you can 
never get the boiled egg right. Evolve 
this into a crisis where you cry about 
not being able to get anything right 
in your life. Realize that you are a 
disappointment to your friends and 
family, and that you take so much more 
than you give back. In order to properly 
season you will need to make sure your 
tears fall directly into the ramen.
Pour ramen into a bowl and take 
into your room along with fork or 
chopsticks. Lay in bed and eat some 
of the noodles before placing bowl 
on your bedside table for two days.
Depression meals: Send noods
öö Ramen recipe
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator 
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In a surprise twist last Monday, tabletop gaming giant Wizards of 
the Coast announced that Magic: The 
Gathering, Dungeons and Dragons, 
and countless other products were 
designed to summon demons into 
the homes of customers everywhere. 
Suspected by suburban moms, orthodox 
church pastors, and Fox News since 
the 1990s, it has now been revealed 
that the games do in fact contain 
hidden messages, depictions of blood 
rituals, the number of the beast, 
and other satanic references in an 
attempt to appease Lucifer himself.
Wizards of the Coast’s founder, 
Peter Adkison, confessed this shocking 
revelation when confronted by a 
concerned citizen on live television 
demanding to know why 20-sided 
dice look vaguely like pentagrams. 
“Whoops! Ya got me,” said Adkison. 
“We were totally into the whole 
Satan thing for a while there. I just 
really hate non-Catholic churches, 
small towns, and nuclear families.” 
He then rolled his eyes back and 
began chanting Latin backwards, 
vindicating fear mongers everywhere. 
Satan, an avid member of the MTG 
tournament community, leapt from his 
table during his match and immediately 
began possessing children across North 
America, forcing them to murder, steal, 
blaspheme, and play blue mill decks.
The crisis stopped when a 
concerned citizen, Carol Lahey, 
splashed holy water on Adkison, and 
then gave an impassioned speech on 
the dangers of “Oriental occultism.” 
Adkison, defeated, went home to plot 
the next decade of diabolical scheming. 
In an interview after the fact, Adkison 
said, “I just have no idea how people 
didn’t see it before. Did no one read 
the chapter of the Bible that explicitly 
warns about pentagrams, the number 
666, witchcraft, and communism?” 
Wizards of the Coast will suffer 
no legal repercussions, as it’s not 
technically a crime to summon 
the Prince of Darkness, but Satan 
himself was disqualified from his 
tournament for vaporizing a judge.
The dangers of Satanism in gaming 
have been known since the late 1980s, 
when fantasy games began drawing on 
artwork and characters from European 
interpretations of non-monotheistic 
religions as a way of conveying fear 
and danger to players. At least, that’s 
what the world at large thought, until 
the events of that fateful Monday. After 
Adkison’s public attempt to destroy 
the moral fabric of America, Wizards 
of the Coast quickly confessed with 
a prepared apology, stating that the 
original Magic: The Gathering rule book 
was discovered in 1984 soaked in goat 
blood underneath an Irish monastery. 
“We thought it was written in 
an ancient form of Gaelic, but it 
turns out Banding was just really 
complicated,” the company revealed.
Marilyn Manson, members of 
Metallica, and other representatives 
of the metal community issued 
a statement saying they were 
“disappointed that the brilliant 
‘turn people into Satanists through 
children’s card games using imagery 
never associated with the Devil until 
after World War 2’ plan somehow 
didn’t work,” but stated that “We’ve 
still got big plans for pure, hapless 
Middle America. All metal albums this 
year come with a free upside-down 
cross and a pack of tarot cards!”
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
‘The suburban ’90s moms were right’
öö Magic: Gathering, Dungeons and Dragons actually ‘super evil’
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Lately, I’ve been hearing a lot of opposition in regards to allowing 
people to eat other people. The question 
gets tossed around a lot: If you had the 
opportunity, without any consequence, 
would you eat a person? In underground 
forums I visit dedicated to connecting 
florescent crab wig enthusiasts from 
across the globe, the question of 
cannibalism is asked every six months or 
so. Usually, both sides of the argument 
are properly represented but, in the past 
year or so, I have noticed a dramatic 
lean to one side—the side that would 
not only refuse to eat people, but also 
shame others who would eat people if 
given the chance. I feel it’s finally my 
time to come out of the woodwork, as 
I firmly believe in cannibalism, and 
would go so far to say that it would 
solve a lot of the world’s problems. 
If we look at the media for five 
minutes we learn three things: We 
hate each other, we objectify each 
other, and we are angrier on an empty 
stomach. I feel exercising cannibalism 
has a stronger argument if we keep 
these factors in mind. I’m not 
suggesting we eat people we like; 
that’s stupid. I’m suggesting we 
simply stick to eating people 
that we hate and don’t see as 
people anyway: Cooperate 
executives, politicians, or 
upstairs neighbors that 
refuse to turn their stereo 
down despite our constant 
requests. That way, we don’t feel 
bad when we eat them, instead 
we’ll actually feel a lot better. 
If you’re concerned about how 
to catch your next meal, I wouldn’t 
worry about that either. People 
sit around all the time—a lot 
of us barely exercise. 
We’re full of 
delicious fat and can’t 
run very fast, and thus 
we’re very easy to catch. 
I would advise against 
using any artificial 
weapons though—
That’s cheating. We 
should stick to basic 
rules if we want 
cannibalism to work: 
No artificial weapons, 
no poisons, and always 
remember to have fun.
This argument 
for cannibalism is also 
not a binary one: We 
wouldn’t either eat 
all or nothing of 
a person. We 
would be 
allowed to 
take single 
bites of 
people. 
It is my 
expert, 
non-medical 
opinion that 
one single bite of 
a person could keep you 
going for several hours, energy-wise. I 
would also not worry about that person 
getting angry at you for just taking 
a single bite out of them; people are 
looking at their phones all the time, so 
no one will notice if you take a nibble 
out of their arm when you’re hungry. 
Before my word count runs out, I 
would like to address a concern that 
gets expressed to me whenever I discuss 
my point of view: What do we do with 
the vegetarians, vegans, or people 
who would simply refuse to eat people 
when the law is enforced at gun point? 
First off, vegans and vegetarians don’t 
exist, and are simply a creation of the 
media, just like CrossFit and eggnog 
(CrossFit is physically impossible, and 
eggnog is simply too thick for human 
consumption, wake up people). It’s 
not possible to abstain from eating 
other living things and survive or be 
happy. Second, people who don’t want 
to eat people simply haven’t heard my 
argument. I can’t be everywhere at 
once—that’s a lot of pressure—but, we’ll 
get there. Until then, you can help take 
a bite out of cannibal discrimination by 
signing the pro-cannibalism petition 
at: http://www.eatyourheartout.com.
Letter to the Editor: Cannibalism is fine
öö An argument for eating each other 
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor 
issue 13 // volume 44 humour // no. 23
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